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- SHORT TAKES

Two cars of a freight train lying on aroad
after falling off a bridge in Munich, on
Saturday. One person was killed.

INTERNATIONAL

UK train collision

LONDON: Nine people were in critical con-
dition on Saturday after a collision between
two passenger trains in central England the
night before killed the driver of one of the lo-
comotives, police said. British Transport Po-
lice Chief Constable Lucy D’Orsi said more
than 80 people were treated in hospitals after
the crash late Friday afternoon, and 28 re-
mained hospitalised a day later. Buckingham
Palace said King Charles I ‘is greatly sad-
dened’ by the crash. It said ‘his thoughts and
sympathies are with the family of the de-
ceased and with all those injured or affected
by such a tragic incident.” Police and acci-
dent investigators are working to understand
why a commuter train bound for London’s St
Pancras Station slammed into the back of an-
other train headed for the same destination
on Friday afternoon. Photos and videos post-
ed on social media showed dozens of people,
some with bandages but also many who ap-
peared uninjured, standing and sitting
among emergency vehicles parked on aroad
parallel to the train tracks. —ae

Japan hikes visa fees

TOKYO: The Japanese government has de-
cided to raise single-entry visa fees for for-
eigners five-fold to 15,000 yen (about $90)
from 3,000 yen beginning in July. The deci-
sion, marking the first increase since 1978
amid inflation and the yen’s depreciation,
was announced by Foreign Minister Motegi
Toshimitsu during a press conference held
on Friday. Under the revision, issuance fees
for multiple-entry visas will rise from 6,000
yen to 30,000 yen. “We do not expect the
move to have an immediate impact on in-
bound tourism,” Motegi said. —xinhva

Congo Ebola update

BUNIA: Mourners gathered Friday to bury a
six-month-old girl who died from Ebola ear-
lier this week, the third child to die at an or-
phanage in eastern Congo as authorities
have struggled to contain the latest outbreak.
Ituri, the region at the centre of the current
outbreak, has reported more than 90 per cent
of the cases. The response has been compli-
cated by residents clashing with healthcare
professionals over disrupted burials and the
response to the outbreak, which has been
militarised at times. The impersonal nature
of safe burial practices and the severity of the
epidemic were evident on Friday as only
healthcare workers in protective gear were
allowed to handle the coffin and the burial.
Bundibugyo, the type of Ebola in this out-
break, has no approved treatment or vaccine,
and even some health workers have said they
don’t have the masks, gloves and other gear
to protect themselves. During a visit to Bunia
on Friday, Congolese Health Minister Roger
Kamba said that there were now 933 con-
firmed cases and 245 deaths from the
current outbreak. —ap
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Indian Rs 100 160.00 160.15
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Swiss Franc 1 186.76 187.50
Australian Dollar 1 105.61 106.04
Canadian Dollar 1 106.46 106.89
Japanese Yen 10 9.34 9.38
Chinese Yuan 1 22.25 22.34

The foreign exchange rates are fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank

The Himalayan.-

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS
Please CALL Between 10 AM-06 PM
014720573 / 9801032239
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
Please CALL
9802323361 /9802323367
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
| YEAR NPR 3400,

HALF YEAR NPR 1700

RSP’s national
convention
begins today

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, June 20

The first national convention of
the ruling Rastriya Swatantra Par-
ty led by Rabi Lamichhane will
begin tomorrow in Bharatpur city
of Chitwan district.

RSP General Secretary Ka-
bindra Burlakoti told mediaper-
sons that Party Chair Lamichhane
and Prime Minister Balendra
(Balen) Shah, who is the
senior leader of the party, will ad-
dress the inaugural session of
the convention.

Party Chair Lamichhane ad-
dressed the last meeting of the
outgoing Central Committee in
Chitwan today, expressing his de-
sire to continue collaborating
with the members of the Central
Committee in the same manner
in the future.

Lamichhane said he and
his party would never deviate
from their commitment to de-
mocracy. He further said the con-
vention is expected to further re-
inforce internal democracy with-
in the party. He also pledged to
remain steadfast to these values
and principles throughout his
political career.

He further stated that the RSP
stands on the foundation of the
achievements gained through the
struggles and sacrifices made for
the federal democratic republic,
the constitution, and social and
political change.

Lamichhane said internal
party democracy was the most vi-
tal cornerstone of their founda-
tion. He said: “To what extent I, as
the founding chair fulfilled my
role in strengthening internal de-
mocracy is for all of you to evalu-
ate. However, for me, integrity
and internal democracy are
non-negotiable.”

He said he remembered the
time when they were establishing
the party. “We had to struggle to
find 21-22 citizenship certificates
before submitting the registration
documents to the Election Com-
mission,” he added. “On top of
that, the requirement of inclu-
siveness added further pressure,
and I am remembering that chal-
lenge today.”

Referring to the party’s four-
year journey, he noted that it
had gone through many ups
and downs and that the party
remains under public scrutiny
and evaluation by citizens. He
credited all the party leaders and
cadres for bringing the party to
current position.

He said that the party conven-
tion is an important step towards

Summer solstice: Today is the longest
day of the year for half the planet

his is the sun’s time to

shine: Sunday is the

longest day of the

year in the Northern
Hemisphere.

Sunday is the solstice, mark-
ing the start of astronomical
summer north of the equator.
It’s the opposite in the Southern
Hemisphere, where it is the
shortest day of the year and
winter will start.

The word ‘solstice’ comes
from the Latin words ‘sol,” for

E-voting facility

CHITWAN: E-voting facility
is to be made available in the
general convention of the
Rastriya Swatantra Party
(RSP). According to RSP’s
Election Commission Chief
Bhuwan KC, voters can cast
their votes by touching
names and photos of candi-
dates on an electronic de-
vice. It is estimated that the
first phase of voting will be
completed in about six
hours. Voting will take place
for one chairperson and 99
members In the first phase.
KC informed that elections
for vice-chairperson, gener-
al secretary and joint general
secretary will be held in the
second phase from the elect-
ed members. KC shared that
the nomination process
would start at 2:00pm on
June 22, and the first phase
of elections is planned for
the same evening. After the
first phase is completed by
the night of June 22, the sec-
ond phase will be held on
June 23, according to KC.
The second phase of the
election will be only for of-
fice bearers. For representa-
tives from abroad, RSP has
arranged voting through its
own app. Among the 170
representatives from
abroad, one can vote via
the app. —rss

A person dancing during the Ziirich Pride parade in Ziirich, Switzerland, on Saturday.

Trump deepens the dustup
with Italy’s PM over disputed
photo from the G-7 summit

Associated Press

Washington, June 20

President Donald Trump today
lashed out at Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni, insisting
that she asked ‘over and over’
for a photo with him at the re-
cent Group of Seven summit
and criticising what he said was
Italy’s lack of cooperation dur-

ing the Iran war.

The remarks deepen the spat
that began this week with the

from obtaining or developing a
Nuclear Weapon (But so did
NATO, for that matter!).”
Trump’s comments were
aired yesterday on the La7 net-
work. A correspondent had
asked the president about
Ukraine, but Trump raised Mel-
oni and made the claim about
the photo. Trump said he was
not obliged to take the picture
with her but that he felt sorry
for her and agreed, La7 said.
The broadcaster put a dubbed

making the party more organised
and scientifically managed.

Describing his office as
a place of historical significance,
Lamichhane said: “This is the fi-
nal Central Committee meeting
of this term. Yesterday, we also
held the final Secretariat meeting
from my office. I thanked the Sec-
retariat members from that very
room. Important historical docu-
ments of the party were signed
there. It was also in that same
room that police officers entered
with handcuffs to arrest me.
Therefore, this meeting is also ex-
tremely important.”

The three-day convention,
which will begin tomorrow, is ex-
pected to see the participation of
more than 3,000 delegates, party
leaders, activists and observers
from across the country.

RSP General Secretary Burlako-
ti said that there would be around
a dozen speakers and most of the
party leaders would speak during

Republican president’s inter-
view with an Italian broadcast-
er, during which Trump
claimed Meloni ‘begged’ for the
photo during the G-7 meeting
in France. Meloni has called
that ‘completely fabricated.’
The dustup led Italy’s foreign
minister to cancel a planned
trip to US as Meloni’s govern-
ment lined up in her defence.
“Italian PM Gigiorgia Meloni
asked, over and over, for a pic-
ture with me during the G-7
meeting in France,” Trump
wrote on his social media plat-
form while spending the week-
end at the Camp David presi-
dential retreat. He misspelled
her first name in the initial
post, which he later corrected.
He continued: “She is doing
poorly in Ttaly with her level of
popularity, possibly because
she turned down the United
States of America, a country
that truly loves and protects Ita-

version of the conversation
online, but not the original
English audio.

In his post, Trump also com-
plained that Meloni would not
allow the US to use Italy’s land-
ing strips or runways during
the Tran war though the US is a
leader in defence spending
among NATO allies. That is a
long-standing complaint about
the military alliance and one
that Trump raised before his
White House meeting Wednes-
day with NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Mark Rutte and the NATO
summit in Turkey next month.

Italy, a key logistics hub for
the US, declined in March to al-
low American bombers headed
for the Middle East to use a
base in Sicily without parlia-
mentary approval. Trump vent-
ed his frustration about Meloni
and today claimed that she
‘wants to be friends again’ in
light of the initial deal between

the closed session.

sun, and ‘stitium,” which can
mean ‘pause’ or ‘stop.’ The sum-
mer solstice is the end of the
sun’s annual march higher in
the sky, when it makes its
longest, highest arc. The bad
news for sun lovers: It then
starts retreating and days will
get a little shorter every day un-
til late December.

People have marked solstices
for eons with festivals and mon-
uments, including Sweden’s
midsummer eve celebrations

ly, when it came to denying Iran

and Stonehenge, which was de-
signed to align with the sun’s
paths at the solstices.

Here’s what to know about the
Earth’s orbit.

WHAT IS THE SOLSTICE?

As the Earth travels around
the sun, it does so at an angle,
making the sun’s warmth and
light fall unequally on the north-
ern and southern halves of the
planet for most of the year.

The solstices mark the times
when the Earth is tipped most
extremely either towards or
away from the sun. This means
the hemispheres are getting
very different amounts of sun-
light, and days and nights are at
their most unequal.

At the Northern Hemisphere’s
summer solstice, the Earth’s up-
per half is leaning towards the
sun, creating the longest day
and shortest night of the year.
The summer solstice falls be-
tween June 20 and 22. This year
it'sJune21.

The opposite happens at the
Northern Hemisphere winter

the US and Iran to end the war.

solstice: The Earth’s upper half
leans the furthest away from the
sun, leading to the shortest day
and longest night of the year.
The winter solstice falls between
December 20 and 23.

WHAT IS THE EQUINOX?
During the equinox, the
Earth’s tilt is neither towards the
sun nor away from the sun, so
both the northern and southern
hemispheres get an equal
amount of sunlight. The sun ris-
es almost exactly due east and it
sets almost exactly due west.
The word equinox comes
from two Latin words meaning

SPCC’s new Everest
rangers help
mountain cleanup
with record

90,000 kg waste

Sandeep Sen

Kathmandu, June 20

This spring, for the first time, the Sagarmatha Pollu-
tion Control Committee (SPCC) stationed a team of
rangers at Camp II on Mount Everest. Their job was
simple but important: Make sure climbers coming
down from the high camps were actually carrying
waste with them, not just meeting their quota with
rubbish picked up lower on the mountain.

By the end of the season, SPCC had removed 90,329
kg of waste from Everest, even as the mountain saw
its busiest climbing season ever. Of this, 80,579 kg
came from the Everest Base Camp area, including hu-
man waste, kitchen waste, mixed waste and recycla-
bles. Another 9,750 kg, along with 1,769 poop bags,
was brought down from above Base Camp.

But for SPCC, the headline number was never just
the weight of garbage. It was who carried it down, and
who made sure it came down at all.

The rangers were introduced after SPCC, with ap-
proval from the Department of Tourism, broughtin a
new rule this season requiring climbers to bring back
at least two kilos of waste from above Camp II, in ad-
dition to the existing eight-kilo quota collected at
Base Camp. Until now, SPCC monitoring only cov-
ered Base Camp, meaning climbers could meet their
waste quota without clearing higher camps. Posting
rangers at Camp II for the entire season closed that
gap, ending the pattern of waste accumulating at
Camps IIT and IV season after season.

SPCC CEO Tshering Sherpa said the rangers were
deployed in line with the government’s Sagarmatha
cleanup directives, and that the committee plans to
take the system further next season by sending rang-
ers up to Camp IV as well. Sherpa said the South Col
has long been known as the most polluted spot on
the mountain, which is why SPCC wants rangers sta-
tioned there too.

The cleanup came during a record season, with 701
climbers active across Everest, Lhotse and Nuptse
this spring, the highest number ever recorded. SPCC
said its teams collected 1,226 kg of non-recyclable
waste from Camp IIT and the South Col, along with
210 gas canisters, while another 6,522 kg of waste
passed through its checkpoint at the Khumbu Icefall.

Beyond the cleanup, SPCC'’s staff also played
a role in this season’s most dramatic rescue story.
When guide Hillary Dawa Sherpa went missing in Ev-
erest’s death zone, several SPCC staff members, in-
cluding those on ranger duty, paused their
waste-monitoring work to join the search. Dawa
Sherpa was later found alive.

SPCC was founded in 1991 by local Sherpa com-
munities and has managed waste collection in the
Everest region for over three decades. It has also
maintained the Khumbu Icefall route since 1997
through its team of Icefall Doctors. With the rangers
now tested through one of the busiest seasons on re-
cord, SPCC says expanding the system to Camp IV
will be its main focus going into next year.

equal and night. That’s because
on the equinox, day and night
last almost the same amount of
time — though one may get a
few extra minutes, depending
on where you are on the planet.
The Northern Hemisphere’s
fall — or autumnal — equinox
can land between September 21
and 24, depending on the
year. Its spring — or vernal —
equinox can land between
March 19 and 21. The exact time

of the equinox is the moment the sun is directly overhead
at the equator.

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
METEOROLOGICALAND ASTRONOMICAL SEASONS?

These are just two different ways to carve up the year.
While astronomical seasons depend on how Earth moves
around the sun, meteorological seasons are defined by the
weather. Meteorologists break down the year into three-
month seasons based on annual temperature cycles. By
that calendar, spring starts on March 1, summer on June 1,
fall on September 1 and winter on December 1. —ap
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Police fire shots to
arrest suspected drug
traffickers in capital

Three individuals arrested with 300 grams of heroin

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, June 20

Police fired warning shots
and opened fire at a suspect-
ed drug trafficker during an
operation in Kathmandu to-
day, leading to the arrest of
three persons allegedly in-
volved in heroin trafficking.

According to the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB), a
team deployed to monitor
drug trafficking networks
operating in Kathmandu
valley carried out an opera-
tion in Balkumari, Kathman-
du Metropolitan City-32,
after receiving information
that a group was selling
heroin brought from
Basamadi in India to buyers
in the valley.

Police said the suspects
attempted to flee when of-
ficers moved in to appre-
hend them. The NCB stated
that two warning shots were
fired, but the suspects alleg-

edly ignored order to stop.

During the operation, one
round struck 31-year-old
Kishor Prasad Audhiya of Pa-
terwa Sugauli Rural Munici-
pality-4, Parsa, in the right
leg below the knee.

Audhiya was taken to Na-
tional Trauma Centre, where
he is undergoing treatment.
The other two arrested are
25-year-old Ashok Bhul of
Tikapur Municipality-5,
Kailali and 20-year-old Niraj
Kumar Mandal of Rajgadh
Municipality-3, Saptari. Po-
lice recovered 300 grams of
heroin and four mobile
phones from the suspects.

The bureau said prelimi-
nary investigation showed
that the group had been
supplying heroin in Kath-
mandu valley. It also re-
vealed that Audhiya had pre-
viously been convicted in a
drug-related case and was
released from Nakkhu Pris-
on on October 5, 2021 after

serving a three-year jail sen-
tence and paying a fine of Rs
104,000. Further investiga-
tion is under way.

Kathmandu valley has
witnessed a steady rise in
drug-related arrests in
recent years, with law en-
forcement agencies report-
ing increasing trafficking
of heroin, brown sugar,
tramadol and other con-
trolled substances through
both domestic and
cross-border networks.

Police say traffickers
often use Kathmandu as a
distribution hub, bringing
narcotics from border areas
and supplying them to ur-
ban markets.

Authorities have also ex-
pressed concern over the
growing involvement of
young people in drug abuse
and trafficking, prompting
intensified surveillance and
enforcement operations
across the valley.

Public participation vital to curb narcotic
drug abuse and crime, says IGP Karki

Rastriya Samachar Samiti

Jhapa, June 20

Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Dan Bahadur Karki has
stressed that active public
participation is essential
alongside police efforts
to control drug abuse and
other crimes.

The head of the primary
law enforcement agency of
the country said so while ad-
dressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the Thapa Campaign
against Narcotic Drugs
Abuse’ in Birtamod, Jhapa,
today. IGP Karki lamented
that despite the implemen-
tation of more than 15,000
awareness programmes
across the country aimed at
preventing drug abuse, the
expected outcomes were

dismal. Hence, Karki viewed
that the campaign should be
taken forward intensely, ef-
fectively and strictly to im-
prove effectiveness.

During the event, Chief
Minister of Koshi Province
Hikmat Kumar Karki ex-
pressed his concern that
Jhapa district remains one
of the country’s most sensi-
tive districts in terms of
drug-related risks. He thus
called for close coordination
and cooperation among all
levels of government and
agencies to address the chal-
lenge collectively.

Likewise, Deputy Inspec-
tor General and Chief of Ko-
shi Province Police Office
Binod Ghimire, Chief Dis-
trict Officer of Jhapa Shivar-
am Gelal, Mayor of Birta-

mod Municipality Pabitra
Mahatara Prasai, among
others, unequivocally high-
lighted the need to strength-
en community-level aware-
ness to reduce narcotic drug
abuse. According to the sta-
tistics, the number of people
estimated to be abusing
drugs in Jhapa currently ex-
ceeds 21,000. Currently, the
district operates 42 rehabili-
tation centres, including five
dedicated to women.

The campaigners ex-
pressed their confidence
that the campaign would
further strengthen collabo-
ration among government
agencies, security bodies,
local governments and
communities to address
rising drug use and its
social impacts.

Yoga can support healthy ageing in
South-East Asia, says WHO

Himalayan News Service

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has highlighted
the role of yoga in promoting
healthy ageing, saying the an-
cient practice can help older
people maintain physical
health, mental well-being and
social connectedness
throughout their lives.
Marking the International
Day of Yoga 2026, WHO
South-East Asia Officer-in-
Charge Dr Catharina Boehme
said this year’s theme, ‘Yoga
for Healthy Ageing,” under-
scores the importance of yoga
as a lifelong practice that
can be adapted to changing
needs and abilities at every

stage of life.

In astatement issued on the
occasion, Dr Boehme de-
scribed yoga as one of the
world’s oldest and most en-
during practices for health
and well-being. She said yoga
combines physical activity,
breathing techniques, mind-
fulness and meditation, con-
tributing to improved physi-
cal function, emotional health
and social engagement.

According to WHO, the
theme is particularly relevant
for the South-East Asia Re-
gion, which is experiencing a
rapid demographic shift to-
wards an ageing population.
The organisation said there is
a growing need for affordable,
scalable and culturally appro-
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priate interventions that
support healthy ageing,
and yoga meets those re-
quirements by helping
improve mobility, protect
cognitive health and re-
duce social isolation.

WHO noted that yoga
can be modified to suit
different fitness levels and
health conditions, mak-
ing it accessible to many
older adults. Regular
practice can support in-
dependence, reduce
the risk of falls, enhance
quality of life and encour-
age person-centred
approaches to health
and well-being, the agen-
cy said.

The organisation also
pointed to international
policy frameworks that
support the integration of
physical activity and tra-
ditional health practices
into health systems.
These include the WHO
Global Action Plan on
Physical Activity 2018-
2030 and the WHO Global
Traditional Medicine
Strategy 2025-2034,
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Lalitpur, on Saturday.
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An employee of the Guthi Sansthan displaying Bhoto (top) and President Ramchandra
Paudel receiving tika from the living goddess Kumari (bottom) during the Bhoto Jatra of
Rato Machhindranath, considered the god of rain and seasons, in Jawalakhel,
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Over 700,000

visitors discover

Mustang’s
wonders in

- WORLD REFUGEE DAY

UN calls for dignity, respect,

protection for refugees

Kathmandu, June 20

international legal instru-
ments for the protection of
refugee rights. These instru-

School bus accident

claims one, injures 30

UDAYAPUR: A school bus met with an
accident on Saturday on Madan
Bhandari Highway at Jogitole of
Udaypurgadhi Rural Municipality-7,
resulting in the death of one and inju-
ries to 30 others. The bus bearing
number plate Ba 2 Kha 6438 belong-
ing to Mahottari-based Deep Educa-
tion English Boarding School was en
route to Sunsari from Mahottari, car-
rying school staff, when it fell around
12 metres off the road, District Police
Office, Udayapur said. The deceased
has been identified as Bimalesh Dut-
ta, 55. He was declared dead while un-
dergoing treatment. Rasila Kumari
Chaudhary, 38, and her son Sandesh
Kumar Chaudhary, 12, who sustained
serious injuries in the accident, have
been referred to Biratnagar-based
Neuro Hospital for further treatment.
The remaining injured passengers are
receiving treatment at Udayapur Dis-
trict Hospital. Driver Jeevan Ale, 28, of
Gaushala Municipality-10, Mahottari,
who was unhurt in the accident, re-
mains in police custody, according to
the police. —rss

Service launched

KATHMANDU: The Ministry of Home
Affairs has launched a call centre to
receive and address grievances, com-
plaints and suggestions concerning
its areas of responsibilities. Named
‘Hello Home Call Centre), the facility
was launched with the objective to
make the Ministry’s services more ef-
fective, transparent and responsive,
Spokesperson at the Ministry Ananda
Kafle shared. The facility has been es-
tablished under the Grievances Man-
agement Section within the Ministry.
Public can contact the facility through
its toll-free number 1112 or its official
e-mail gunaso@moha.gov.np or
WhatsApp number 9851360603, the
ministry said. —rss

GBIA in Bhairahawa will
be operational soon:
Tourism Minister Paudel

Himalayan News Service
Kathmandu, June 20

Minister for Culture, Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion Khadga Raj Paudel has said that the Gau-
tam Buddha International Airport in Bhaira-
hawa will be brought into regular operation
soon, with the government actively working
to resolve existing challenges.

11 months

Rastriya Samachar Samiti

Mpyagdi, June 20

In the current fiscal year 2026/27,
Mustang has welcomed over 700,000
tourists, with a total of 705,754 indi-
viduals entering the region from July
to May.

This figure matches the total num-
ber of visitors from the previous fis-
cal year, indicating a steady interest
in the area. The data, collected by the
border police station in Mustang,
highlights that 460,924 of these tour-
ists were domestic, while 244,830
were international, arriving via
151,160 vehicles along the Beni-Jom-
som road. Notably, May saw a signifi-
cant influx of tourists, with 90,939
foreign and 40,838 local visitors re-
corded, utilising 27,488 vehicles.

The increase in Indian tourists is
attributed to a dollar-saving policy
by the Indian government, which
has made travel to destinations like
Mustang more appealing.

The region has become particular-
ly popular among Nepali tourists
during public holidays, leading to
full bookings in accommodations
along the Beni-Jomsom route. The
peak tourist season in Mustang typi-
cally occurs in May, coinciding with
the start of summer.

Police Inspector Santosh Basyal
noted that approximately 80 per cent
of foreign visitors are from India,
with many drawn to the sacred Muk-
tinath Temple, a significant religious
site in the area. Tourists also visit
Mustang for various other attrac-

Today marks the World
Refugee Day, which is
being organised across the
world by organising various
programmes.

The day is observed annu-
ally on June 20, expressing
respects to all those forced to
flee their homes due to per-
secution, conflict, violence,
human rights violations or
events seriously disturbing
public order.

According to the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), over
117.3 million people world-
wide were forcibly displaced
by mid-2025 due to human
exploitations, conflicts, vio-
lence, human rights viola-
tions or events disturbing
public order. The ongoing
conflicts in Sudan, Ukraine,
Afghanistan and the Syrian
Arab Kingdom have forced
millions of people to leave
their homes.

The UN has said the pro-
tection of refugees is not
only a humanitarian con-
cern, but also a foundation
for global peace and stabili-
ty. In the absence of ade-
quate protection, the refu-
gees face the risk of perilous
travels, children are de-
prived of education, and
women and girls become
more vulnerable to exploita-
tion and abuse.

The 1951 Convention Re-
lating to the Status of Refu-

ments guarantee refugees
the rights to work, educa-
tion, shelter, identity, reli-
gious freedom and travel
documentation. One of the
Convention’s key principles
is ‘non refoulement’ which
prohibits sending refugees
to places where their lives or
freedom would be under se-
rious threat. According to
the UNHCR, World Refugee
Day provides an opportunity
to recognise courage, resil-
ience and determination of
refugees as they rebuild their
lives. The UN Refugee Agen-
cy has called on govern-
ments, donor agencies, local
communities and the inter-
national community to reaf-
firm their collective commit-
ment to ensuring refugees’
safety, dignity and rights.
The UN has also stressed
that preventing the forced
return of refugees to unsafe
areas and ensuring condi-
tions that allow them to live
with dignity, even while dis-
placed, remain significant
commitments of the inter-
national community.
Meanwhile, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said in a message that,
as the World observes the
75th anniversary of the
adoption of the 1951
Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees, the com-
mitment to safety and pro-
tection remains as relevant

Speaking at an event organised by Tran-

quility Spa in Bhairahawa yesterday, Minister
Paudel said necessary groundwork was un-
derway to ensure full operation of the airport.

He dismissed claims that the airport re-
mained non-operational due to political or
diplomatic reasons, stating instead that cer-
tain policy-level shortcomings were the main
obstacle, which are now being corrected.

The minister also highlighted reforms in la-
bour migration services, stating that workers
can now obtain labour permits from home
without travelling to Kathmandu.

He stressed the need for broader promo-
tional efforts to attract tourists rather than fo-
cusing only on sending Nepali workers
abroad and bringing them back.

Paudel also said that the proposed Nijgadh
International Airport should be developed in
the future as part of long-term aviation ex-
pansion plans.
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CJP supporters bang plates to call for minister’s resignation

The exam paper for a nationwide medical programme was leaked last month through social media app Telegram

Associated Press

New Delhi, June 20

Supporters of India’s viral
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
banged steel plates with
spoons in a protest today to
demand the resignation of
the education minister over
allegations of examination
irregularities and repeated
paper leaks.

The protest near Parlia-
ment in New Delhi by hun-
dreds of students and young
supporters of the nascent
movement added to the
pressure on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment while also seeking
wider support among
Indians.

Authorities deployed
heavy security and police
used cameras and drones to
monitor the protest.

Some carried placards
and others banged plates,
their noise cutting through
the crowd protesting and
demanding the resignation
of Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan.

“This is just the begin-
ning. If Dharmendra
Pradhan doesn't resign or if
no action is taken regarding
this issue, this protest will
not end here,” said a CJP
supporter, Deepak Kumar.

The exam paper for a na-
tionwide medical pro-
gramme was leaked last
month through social media

- SNIPPETS

Bangladesh PM

app Telegram. Authorities
subsequently postponed the
exam and also temporarily
banned Telegram in India.
The exam is scheduled to
be held tomorrow. The gov-
ernment says the leak is un-
der investigation.

“We study in poverty, live
in poverty for 24 hours
everyday, for years at length,
and after that our (exam) pa-

pers get leaked. Will I not get
angry at this?” said student
Vicky Kumar.

The movement emerged
in May, after Supreme Court
Judge Surya Kant’s remarks
comparing some unem-
ployed youth to ‘cockroach-
es’ triggered outrage. Sup-
porters embraced the term
as a symbol of resilience,
helping the group amass

Thai man jailed over

Abhijeet Dipke (centre), founder of the Cockroach Janta
Party, gesturing as he held the photograph of Mahatma
Gandhi and Bhim Rao Ambedkar during a protest
demanding the resignation of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan over alleged examination
irregularities and repeated paper leaks in New Delhi,

on Saturday.

more than 22 million follow-
ers on Instagram.

The movement’s message
has since expanded to
include concerns over

unemployment, rising
living costs and government
accountability.

The CJP mixes self-depre-
cating humour with political
criticism. Supporters joking-
ly call themselves unem-
ployed and chronically on-
line, while videos and
memes mocking unemploy-
ment, corruption and
political dysfunction have
attracted millions of views.
Many parody CJP accounts
have also adopted the
cockroach as a satirical po-
litical symbol.

Ukrainian drone makers target

Pakistan violence

PESHAWAR: Twin roadside blasts
killed at least seven people in Paki-
stan’s northwest Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province, police said on Saturday.
“A private pickup truck carrying pas-
sengers was targeted with are-
mote-controlled IED ... the injured
were being transported to hospital in
a car for emergency treatment when a
second IED exploded,” said Yasir Afri-
di, a police officer in Bannu district,
adding that three people were
wounded. There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the blasts
but the militant group Tehreek-i-Tali-
ban Pakistan is very active in the re-
gion. Pakistan blames neighbouring
Afghanistan for the rise in attacks in
the country. The Taliban government
in Kabul has repeatedly denied Paki-
stan’s accusations that Afghan territo-
ry was being used as a safe haven for
militants. The frosty relationship be-
tween them has spiralled into deadly
armed conflict in recent months, in-
cluding Pakistani airstrikes on cities
in Afghanistan. —arp

Lanka dengue cases

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka is battling the
worst outbreak of mosquito-borne
dengue fever in years, with more than
44,000 cases and 28 deaths recorded
since January, an official said Friday,
putting public hospitals under strain.
Dengue is common during Sri Lanka’s
monsoon season, but unplanned ur-
banisation coupled with damage
caused by Cyclone Ditwah, which hit
the island nation in late November,
has worsened the outbreak this year,
authorities said. The number of den-
gue cases nearly doubled from 5,651
in April to 10,638 in the first two weeks
of June, data from the National
Dengue Control Unit showed. — agencies

to visit Malaysia,
China on first
foreign tour

Agence France Presse

Dhaka, June 20

Bangladesh’s Prime Minis-
ter Tarique Rahman is set
to visit Malaysia and China
on his first trip abroad
since assuming office,
the foreign ministry said
today, bypassing neigh-
bouring India as his inau-
gural destination.

Rahman will visit Malay-
sia tomorrow before
travelling to China the fol-
lowing day, Dhaka’s state-
run BSS news agency re-
ported, citing foreign min-
istry officials.

In Beijing, trade and in-
frastructure projects will be
on the agenda, according
to the officials.

Those could include
Chinese support for the
long-delayed Teesta pro-
ject, a plan to restore and
manage a key Bangladesh
river through dredging,
embankment construction
and irrigation.

“The visits are being
viewed as a major diplo-
matic initiative aimed at
strengthening Bangla-
desh’s economic partner-
ships,” BSS reported, citing
the foreign ministry.

Malaysia has an estimat-
ed 800,000 Bangladeshi
workers, more than a
third of its foreign
workforce.

Bangladesh is largely en-
circled by land by India,
but relations have been
strained since a 2024 upris-
ing toppled the govern-
ment of then-prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina, an ally
of New Delhi.

Ties improved after Rah-
man won elections and
took over in February from
the interim administration
that had led the country of
170 million people since
Hasina’s ouster.

But frictions remain.
Hasina has been in hiding
in India since fleeing
the revolution and Bangla-
desh has repeatedly sought
her extradition.

Relations have also
deteriorated along the bor-
der, with India sending
people it deems illegal mi-
grants across the frontier to
Bangladesh.

India has long been wary
of neighbouring China’s re-
gional clout and the world’s
two most populous coun-
tries compete for influence
in South Asia.

Facebook comment
in monarchy
discussion group

Agence France Presse

Bangkok, June 20

AThai court sentenced aman to 18 months in
prison for royal defamation over a comment
posted in a Facebook group discussing the
monarchy, a rights group said yesterday.

Thailand’s strict lese-majeste law shields
the royal family from criticism, with penalties
of up to 15 years in prison for each offence —
punishments critics say are used to stifle dis-
sent. In the latest case, the Criminal Court
sentenced a 43-year-old man to 18 months in
prison over a comment he posted in the pri-
vate Facebook group ‘Royalist Marketplace,’
which has more than 2.2 million members.

The group, founded by exiled royal
critic and scholar Pavin Chachavalpongpun,
was created as a forum for discussing the
monarchy — an unprecedented develop-
ment in Thai society.

“The court initially sentenced him to three
years, but because he confessed, the sentence
was reduced by half,” Noppol Achamas, infor-
mation officer at the Thai Lawyers for Human
Rights, told AFP.

The man, whose name was withheld to
protect his privacy, was granted bail of
100,000 baht ($3,043) while awaiting an ap-
peal, Noppol said.

The Facebook group became active follow-
ing the youth-led protest movement of 2020
and 2021, when demonstrators called for re-
forms to the monarchy and amendments to
the royal defamation law. But the movement
later lost momentum as many activists faced
lese-majeste and other criminal charges.

Atotal 0f 291 people have been charged un-
der the royal insult law since 2020, according
toTLHR data.

At least 17 have been prosecuted for com-
ments posted in the ‘Royalist Marketplace’
Facebook group.

India probes graft charges at temple built on Babri mosque

Agence France Presse

New Delhi, June 20

Indian police are investigat-
ing allegations of embezzle-
ment at a temple in the coun-
try’s north that has been a fo-
cal point of Prime Minster
Narendra Modi’s Hindu-first
politics, a top state official
said yesterday.

The Ram Mandir temple in
Uttar Pradesh state, built on
grounds where a mosque

stood for centuries before
being torn down by Hindu
zealots, was inaugurated
in 2024 with great fanfare
by Modi himself.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that a Special Investiga-
tions Team (SIT) had been
set up to look into alleged si-
phoning of cash offerings
made by devotees.

“We have set up an SIT in-
quiry on the recommenda-

tion of the trust that
administers the temple,”
said Adityanath, a firebrand
Hindu monk, at a public
function.

“If anyone has any
documentary proof,
please provide it to the SIT,”
he added.

The scale of the alleged
embezzlement is unclear
but opposition parties and
local media reports say it
could amount to more than

$20 million.

The construction of the
temple cost an estimated
$240 million, all of which was
sourced entirely from public
donations, according to the
project’s backers.

According to The Indian
Express newspaper, daily
offerings from devotees
average around $10,000, go-
ing up to $60,000 on auspi-
cious days.

Devout Hindus claim that

the god Ram was born in the
town of Ayodhya — home to
the temple — more than
7,000 years ago, but that the
Babri mosque was built over
his birthplace by Mughal em-
peror Babar.

India’s ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party — then in the
opposition — played an in-
strumental role in public
campaigning that eventually
led to the mosque’s demoli-
tionin 1992.

Asia as tensions spur demand

AIPEL: The CEO of UFORCE, a
Ukrainian producer of attack
drones, flew to Tokyo in April with
a pitch for Japanese officials and
defence contractors: Build thousands of
our drones to defend yourself and allies.

Days earlier, US troops had used water-
borne UFORCE drones to sink a ship dur-
ing a secretive exercise held where the
South China Sea meets the Pacific. And
for years, the firm's Magura surface vessel
has helped turn parts of the Black Sea into
no-go zones for the Russian navy.

While the maritime geography of East
Asia is very different, ‘the impact is ex-
tremely similar, UFORCE CEO Oleg Rog-
ynskyy said.

The details of UFORCE’s meetings in Ja-
pan have not been previously reported.
They're part of a larger push by Ukrainian
drone makers to tap a military-spending
surge in Asia by US allies eager to ward off
an increasingly assertive China and deter
a conflict over Taiwan, according to inter-
views with 20 people, including defence
contractors and Ukrainian and Japanese
government officials.

These defence contractors are
seeking to capitalise on Ukraine’s reputa-
tion as a master of drone warfare,
which has helped an otherwise-out-
gunned Kyiv hold out for more than four
years against Russia.

Ukraine has also leveraged its expertise
into diplomatic and defence deals in Eu-
rope and the Middle East, and President
Volodymyr Zelensky said in February that
Kyiv was ‘ready to open up our technolo-
gies’ like sea drones to Japan.

Former Japanese defence minister It-
sunori Onodera, who remains an influen-
tial lawmaker, said he welcomed the
Ukrainian efforts to cooperate.

Tokyo needs equipment ‘that is actually
demonstrating effective power,” he said.
Ukrainian defence firms like UFORCE,
Skyeton and General Cherry hope to find
production partners in Japan, an industri-
al heavyweight that this year cast off long-
standing restrictions on arms exports.

The Japanese military has hosted at
least one previously unreported demon-
stration of Ukrainian drone tech from
Swarmer, the firm said. But discussions
between other Japanese officials and
Ukrainian firms were characterised as ex-
ploratory by three people involved in
those talks. A spokesperson for Japan's de-
fence ministry declined to comment
about its engagement with Ukrainian
drone makers but said Tokyo was ‘exam-
ining all possible options to ensure acqui-
sition of equipment needed for Japan’s
‘new way of warfare.”

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi has warned Tokyo could be dragged
into conflict over Taiwan. China has not

ruled out using force to bring Taiwan un-
der its control and regularly holds military
drills around the democratically governed
island.

‘UNMANNED HELLSCAPE' TO FORTIFY
TAIWAN

Executives from three Ukrainian firms
and a drone association said they were
also exploring business with Taiwan,
though they were cautious given that Kyiv
has no formal diplomatic ties with the is-
land, which China claims as its territory.

Washington is legally required to pro-
vide Taiwan with the means to defend it-
self. Drones would be key to any military
response, Admiral Samuel Paparo, the top
US commander in the region, said in
2024, adding they could create an ‘un-
manned hellscape’ that buys the US and
its allies time to react.

Naval experts like Bryan Clark of the
Hudson Institute, a Washington-based
think-tank, said that drones will also be
needed to plug gaps in the chain of is-
lands hemming in China that runs from
Japan through Taiwan and the Philip-
pines. The US drone exercise in April took
place off Itbayat, a Philippine island just
100 miles south of Taiwan, according to
UFORCE and the US military.

China’s foreign ministry and
Taiwan’s defence and economy ministries
declined to comment, as did Ukraine’s
presidential office.

A spokesperson for the US Pacific Com-
mand did not answer questions about
Ukraine’s efforts to build drone partner-
shipsin Asia but said it had met Ukrainian
drone makers ‘to discuss how Black Sea
operations could apply to Indo-Pacific.’

GATEWAYTO ASIA

Japan in 2022 embarked on a historic
defence build-up spurred by concern that
the Ukraine war could inspire a similar
conflict in East Asia. The rearmament of
Japan accelerated when the hawkish
Takaichi came to power late last year. She
has urged Japanese firms to ramp up
weapons production, including un-
manned systems.

The country’s defence equipment mak-
ers — many of whom earn more money
selling consumer goods, including in Chi-
na — have long been wary of the reputa-
tional risks that come with dealing arms.

Tokyo has allocated nearly $2 billion to
support drone systems in this year’s
defence budget. Japan plans to raise
annual production of drones to 80,000
by the end of the decade, up from what
the Japan UAV Association says were
the roughly 1,000 manufactured in 2024.
But that is still far fewer than the
seven million Ukraine is aiming to build
this year. — Agencies
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Iran announces closure of Strait of Hormuz again

Says its negotiating team with the United States is heading to Switzerland

Associated Press
Dubai, June 20

Iran dealt two quick blows to
the interim agreement with
the United States today, an-
gered by Israel’s continued at-
tacks in Lebanon, saying it had
closed the Strait of Hormuz
again and announcing that
while its negotiators are going
to Switzerland for talks, not
much is likely to happen there.

First, Iran’s joint military
command said the strait
had been closed, citing
Israeli attacks and US ‘bad
faith’ and ‘its clear breach ofits
commitments’ by failing to
end the war.

The statement on state
television warned that ‘if
the aggression continues,
subsequent steps have
been planned.’

Minutes later, the state
broadcaster said the country’s
negotiating team was heading
to Switzerland, a trip that was
originally planned for Friday
but was cancelled.

Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Esmail Bagahei, Baga-
hei, however, signalled that lit-
tle might happen until Iran
feels USis living up to the deal.

“This trip is therefore about
demanding that the other side
fulfil its obligations,” he
said, adding that negotiations
toward a final agreement
will begin only once
key commitments, including
an end to fighting in Lebanon,
are upheld.

“If any part of these under-
standings, any part of these
commitments, is not imple-
mented, then the memoran-
dum of understanding as a
whole will be jeopardised,”
Bagahei said.

Ships had begun transiting
the strait after the interim US-
Iran agreement was signed

UN rights chief t

earlier in the week.

ISRAELIATTACKS IN
LEBANON KILLAT LEAST 16

Israeli strikes on southern
Lebanon today killed at least
16 people, including two chil-
dren, hours after reports
emerged of a ceasefire agree-
ment. The persistent fighting
threatened an interim agree-
ment between the United
States and Iran to end the war
in the Middle East.

Seven people remained
trapped under the rubble after
the strikes hit the southern
town of Nabatiyeh and nearby
villages, Lebanon’s National
news agency said.

Mediators were scrambling
to halt the fighting between Is-
rael and the militant Lebanese
Hezbollah group, after a heavy
exchange yesterday killed at
least 47 people in Lebanon
and four Israeli soldiers.

An Israeli military official
said Hezbollah had fired
more than 50 projectiles at Is-
raeli forces in southern Leba-
non overnight, prompting the
military to start targeting the
militant group there. The offi-
cial spoke anonymously in
line with regulations. The
army said it struck dozens of
Hezbollah targets and mili-
tants in southern Lebanon, in-
cluding rocket-launching po-
sitions and Hezbollah com-
mand centres.

Yesterday, Israeli Ambassa-
dor to Washington, Yechiel
Leiter, said on X that Israel “re-
mains firmly committed to an
immediate ceasefire” if Hez-
bollah honours the agreement
and ceases hostilities.

Today, Hezbollah said it had
committed to the ceasefire but
blamed Israel for violating it
several times on Friday night.
A statement issued by the
group’s military wing said it

roubled

Destroyed buildings in a village in southern Lebanon as seen from northern Israel,
on Saturday.

would abide by the ceasefire
but would also repel attacks by
Israeli troops.

A CONFLICT THAT COULD
SINKTHE US-IRAN DEAL

Hezbollah and Israel went
to war just days after the US
and Israel launched strikes on
Iran on February 28, with Hez-
bollah firing rockets and
drones at northern Israel and
Israel seizing large swaths of
southern Lebanon.

The interim US-Iran agree-
ment signed this week has al-
ready reopened the Strait of
Hormuz, which Iran had
closed as the war unfolded —
cutting off the global economy
from significant supplies of oil
and natural gas. The deal also
envisages the relaunch of talks
on Iran’s nuclear programme,
acoreissue in the war.

Neither Israel nor Hezbollah
are signatories to the deal,
which calls for a halt to mili-
tary operations in Lebanon
and for the country’s sover-
eignty to be respected. With
the fighting continuing, the
accord is under threat and US-
Iran talks in Switzerland,
planned to start yesterday,
have been delayed, with no
new date announced.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has vowed
to keep Israeli forces in south-
ern Lebanon until any threat
to Israel is eliminated. Hezbol-
lah has refused to halt its at-
tacks unless Israel commits to
withdrawing from Lebanon,
which Iran says is also a condi-
tion of the deal.

A new round of US-backed
talks between the Lebanese
government and Israel is ex-

pected to take place in Wash-
ington next week.

THE FIGHTING IN THE
SOUTH,NEARTHE
ISRAEL-LEBANON BORDER

A strike on village of Barish
killed four members of a fami-
ly, parents and two children. In
Arab Salim village, a body was
pulled from a destroyed
house, and in villages of Doue-
ir and Kfar Rumman, drone
strikes killed a person on a
bike and a Lebanese soldier.
Nine people were killed in
strikes in villages of Qannarit,
Sohmor and Shehour.

Plumes of smoke rose into
the sky over southern Leba-
non and Israeli jets flew low
over the coastal city of Tyre to-
day. Residents there told Asso-
ciated Press they were relieved
that Tyre had been spared in

recent days but the sounds of
Israeli planes reminded them
the war is not over.

Many doubted a ceasefire
would hold. “Our entire lives
would change if there’s a
ceasefire,” said Hussein
Khoshman, a Tyre resident.

Netanyahu’s office did not
immediately comment on the
ceasefire efforts. Yesterday, Ne-
tanyahu posted on X that, on
his orders, the Israeli army had
‘struck powerfully’ 150 Hez-
bollah targets, killing dozens
of militants.

Military Spokesman Briga-
dier General Effie Defrin said
the Israeli forces were operat-
ing in a forward defence zone’
and would continue doing so.

TIRANIAN AND US OFFICIALS
TRAVELTO SWITZERLAND

After Iran said its officials
did not travel as planned to
Switzerland, insisting that the
fighting in Lebanon must stop
before the talks can take place,
US Vice-President JD Vance
also postponed his trip.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Esmail Baghaei
told the semi-official ISNA
news agency today that Paki-
stan’s interior minister will ar-
rive in Iran as part of contin-
ued negotiation efforts.
Baghaei had said earlier that
consultations through media-
tors were ongoing regarding
next phase of negotiations to
draft a final US-Iran pact. As
the initial deal was signed digi-
tally earlier this week, the talks
in Switzerland were not ur-
gent, and plans were under-
way to hold a meeting in the
coming days, he said.

The Swiss foreign ministry
said diplomats were in talks
today in the town of Biirgen-
stock on how to implement
the US-Iran deal, without of-
fering details.

A top banker llan Goldfajn tried to sway
Pope Leo XIV on rare earth mining

by new Euro

nean Union

migrant retu

Agence France Presse
Geneva, June 20

The UN rights chief said today he
deeply regretted the European Un-
ion’s new migration rules, which al-
low much broader detention pow-
ers and the creation of deportation
centres outside the bloc.

The rules, approved on
Wednesday, enable the 27 EU
nations to open ‘return hubs’ out-
side the bloc’s borders, where they
can send asylum seekers and mi-
grants to whom they do not grant
the right to remain.

Volker Turk, the United Nations’
High Commissioner for Human
Rights, said the EU and its member
states must ensure the rules fully
comply with international human
rights and refugee law.

“EU states cannot simply out-
source their human rights obliga-
tions to third states in this context,”
he said in a statement.

“Detention and return of vulnera-
ble people, including children, to
other countries is a particularly sen-
sitive exercise of the state’s power
and carries a high risk of human
rights violations.

“There must be front-and-centre
emphasis on human rights protec-
tion and dignity throughout — in
factand in law,” Turk insisted.

European governments have
sought a tougher stance on immi-
gration, which has become a hot
political topic used by far-right par-
ties to make electoral gains across
the continent.

With asylum seeker arrivals down
in 2025, the focus in Brussels has
turned to tightening up the repatri-

mn rules

ation system.

Currently, fewer than 30 per cent
of people who are ordered
to leave are returned to their coun-
try of origin.

“International human rights law
and refugee law are very clear — no-
one should be returned to a place
where they would be at risk of seri-
ous human rights violations or oth-
erirreparable harm,” said Turk.

“This is the fundamental
principle of non-refoulement.
It must be fully respected by all
countries and all territories under
all circumstances.”

He also called for robust monitor-
ing and accountability to ensure full
respect for human rights in return
procedures, including people’s right
to private and family life, to family
unity, as well as to protect the best
interests of children.

“Deportation decisions must al-
ways be based on individualised as-
sessments and should not be car-
ried out prior to conclusion of ap-
peal processes,” Turk insisted.

Besides return hubs, the new
measures establish a strict obliga-
tion for migrants subject to expul-
sion to leave and cooperate with au-
thorities to that end.

They say that those who do not,
who pose a security risk or are
thought to be at risk of absconding,
can be detained for up to two years.

Turk urged countries to ensure
that public discourse on migration
‘remains grounded in fact’ and
‘avoids conflating migration with
security concerns.’

Turk called for a balanced ap-
proach to migration anchored in
human rights.

Associated Press
Rome, June 20

The head of Latin America’s
top development bank
made a pitch to Pope Leo
XIV this week in the face
of the Vatican’s call to
divest from the mining
industry: that the mistakes
of the past can be avoided
in extracting rare earth
minerals to supply a global
tech boom.

Ilan Goldfajn, head of the
Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank, met privately
with the pope yesterday
and asserted the potential
of rare earth mining, saying
it could be a boon to Latin
America provided there are
safeguards and value is
added locally.

It's probably not an easy
sell. The Vatican for years
has taken a firm stand
against multinational min-
ing corporations, especially
in Latin America and in fa-
vour of the Indigenous
peoples, whose lands and
livelihoods are often rav-
aged when mining projects
come to town.

Goldfajn’s visit, which
followed one earlier this
year by mining executives,
suggests that he recognises
the weight of the pope’s
words in the majori-
ty-Catholic region, and a
desire to sensitise him to
the possibility of a better
way of doing business.
Whether Leo can be
swayed is another matter,
given his own experience in
the region and criticism of
the often corrupt deals

mining companies ink with
governments in the devel-
oping world.

Countries have identi-
fied dozens of minerals, in-
cluding copper, cobalt,
lithium and nickel, as criti-
cal because they are essen-
tial for new technologies.
The 17 rare earth elements
are a subset of them.
They're used in a wide
range of products, includ-
ing smartphones, semi-
conductors, electric vehi-
cles and jet engines.

“It's a unique opportuni-
ty for the region, but you
need to do it in the right
way with the standards, the
labour conditions, with the
environmental conditions,
the governance,” Goldfajn
said in an interview in
Rome on June 18, one day
before his meeting.

“We have exactly the
tools to do that,” he added,
noting the IADB has a
roughly $4 billion pipeline
of critical mineral projects
in the region, mostly in
Chile, Argentina and
Brazil, and three-quarters
of that amount with
private companies. He had
just delivered a presenta-
tion on rare earth minerals
at a finance conference,
with an eye on potential
European investors.

Mining has a chequered,
centuries-long history in
Latin America, from forced
labour and displacement
of Indigenous peoples to
deforestation, poisoning of
waterways and deadly dam
collapses. Foreign compa-
nies withdrew much of the

wealth from the earth with-
out enriching local popula-
tions. In colonial times, sil-
ver and gold made its way
across the ocean to adorn
Catholic churches.

Leo, who spent two dec-
ades working as a mission-
ary in Peru, would be inti-
mately familiar with the
plight of Indigenous peo-
ples in mining areas and
the environmental impact
of extraction industries on
the land. He ministered in
Chulucanas, in the archdi-
ocese of Piura, which has
huge copper mining pro-
jects, and in Trujillo, known
for its gold deposits. His fi-
nal Peruvian posting, Chi-
clayo, is a big logistical hub
for northern Peru’s extrac-
tion industries.

“He must have seen
both sides: The promise,
the future, but also the
challenges,” Goldfajn said
of Leo’s time in Peru. He
noted that Leo held a pri-
vate audience with a
group of top mining execu-
tives in January, which he
heard from them had been
‘very constructive.’

But two months later, the
Vatican launched a cam-
paign to encourage divest-
ment from mining compa-
nies. At aVatican news con-
ference, top officials held
up an ecumenical Chris-
tian network, known as the
Church and Mining Net-
work, that is active in par-
ticular in Latin America.
The campaign seeks to en-
courage local churches to
review their investment
strategies and divest where

needed, and to share infor-
mation especially with In-
digenous groups about the
types of extraction occur-
ring on their lands.

In each of the three
sub-Saharan countries he
visited during his April trip
to Africa — Cameroon, An-
gola and Equatorial Guinea
— he blasted the ‘colonisa-
tion’ of Africa’s minerals by
mining companies.

It makes sense for people
like Goldfajn to try to en-
gage Leo, even if the pope
alone won't move invest-
ment decisions, Bryan Har-
ris, managing partner at
Sabio, a Latin America-fo-
cused strategic advisory
firm, wrote in an email.

“The decades he spent in
Peru give him personal
credibility and his messag-
ing on mining sets the tone
for how dioceses and par-
ishes across the continent
will engage with mining
companies and projects,”
said Harris, who consults
for international mining
companies in the region.
“These groups are often
the basis of local opposi-
tion movements to mining,
so the Pope has considera-
ble sway on whether rela-
tions are confrontational or
conciliatory.”

Harris noted that pro-
cessing of rare earths can
be extremely dirty, involv-
ing heavy chemical use
that can contaminate wa-
ter resources without close
monitoring of companies’
sustainability commit-
ments and enforcement by
federal regulators.

-THE WORLD OVER

AP

A member of the Philippine troops
participating in an amphibious raid
military exercise at the marines
training base as part of the annual
Philippines-US joint marines
exercise dubbed Kamandag
(Venom), in Ternate, west of Manila,
on Saturday.

2 bodies unearthed

MEXICO CITY: Mexican authorities
are investigating whether two bodies
unearthed near Mexico City belong to
two US citizens who disappeared last
month, a judicial source told AFP on
Friday. The remains were found in a
clandestine grave in a forested area
outside Mexico City, and are believed
to be Zafar Padamsee Mawani and
Guillermo Jafett Hidalgo, who were
last seen on May 20 after they moved
to Mexico from Chicago. Family
members told US media the couple
has been found dead. Mawani and
Hidalgo were dual US-Mexican citi-
zens, according to local media. “It
pains my heart to know they took
their lives away in such a cruel way,”
the niece of Hidalgo wrote on Face-
book, after several days of sharing
photos of them. Local media reported
that families detected irregular bank
movements in the days following
their disappearance. —arp

Bolivia emergency

LA PAZ: Bolivian President Rodrigo
Paz declared a state of emergency
across the Latin American country on
Saturday after more than six weeks of
protests and road blockades. “After
exhausting all avenues of dialogue,
reaching agreements with those
whose demands were legitimate, and
identifying those who used violence
in an attempt to destabilise Bolivia,
we made the decision to declare a
state of emergency across the entire
national territory,” Paz said in a tele-
vised speech. —arp

NZealand on alert

WELLINGTON: New Zealand is well
prepared for a potential incursion of
highly pathogenic avian influenza
(H5N1) after the virus was detected in
awild seabird in Western Australia, a
senior official said on Saturday. Sever-
al government departments have
stepped up monitoring and prepar-
edness efforts, Minister for Biosecuri-
ty and Food Safety Andrew Hoggard
said in a statement. “Since the H5N1
strain of bird flu started spreading
around the world, New Zealand’s geo-
graphical isolation has protected us
and given us time to prepare,” Hog-
gard said. Australia has confirmed the
H5N1 2.3.4.4b bird flu strain in a mi-
gratory seabird in Western Australia,
with a nearby giant petrel also sus-
pected. No poultry cases or mass
deaths have been reported. —xinhua

Ghana conference

ACCRA: African and Caribbean lead-
ers in Ghana on Friday urged former
slave-trading nations to issue apolo-
gies and reparations over the traffick-
ing of enslaved Africans after a land-
mark UN resolution in March declar-
ing it ‘the gravest crime against hu-
manity.’ The ‘Next Steps’ conference
in the Ghanaian capital of Accra is-
sued a declaration calling on coun-
tries involved in the Atlantic slave
trade to ‘offer full, formal and uncon-
ditional apologies as a foundational
step towards reconciliation,
trust-building and reparatory justice.’
The UN resolution is non-binding but
carries moral authority. Organisers
said the Ghana conference was
aimed at moving the reparations
debate from recognition to concrete
measures. —ap

Ukrainian officials criticise Polish president’s decision to strip Zelensky of honour

US measles outbreak

Associated Press
Warsaw, June 20

A decision by the Polish presi-
dent to strip Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelensky of Po-
land’s highest state honour
was beneficial to Moscow,
which has an interest in seeing
Kyiv in conflict with its allies,
Ukrainian officials said.
President Karol Nawrocki
announced yesterday he will
strip Zelensky of the Order of
the White Eagle over the
Ukrainian leader’s decision to
name a military unit after a
Ukrainian paramilitary organ-

isation accused of massacring
Poles during World War II.

Former Polish President
Andrzej Duda bestowed
the award on Zelensky in 2023
for services to security, resil-
ience and the defence of hu-
man rights.

Zelensky issued a decree on
May 26 naming a military unit
of Ukraine’s Special Opera-
tions Forces after Ukrainian
Insurgent Army, or UPA, which
operated during the 1940s and
1950s and has been accused in
Poland of mass killings.

“For the majority of Polish
society, the Ukrainian Insur-

gent Army remains above all a
formation responsible for cru-
el crimes against the citizens
of the Polish Republic during
World War II,” Nawrocki said
in a 13-minute address on so-
cial media.

The decision to revoke the
honour did not mean Poland’s
support for Ukraine in its de-
fence against Russia would de-
crease, Nawrocki said.

The Ukrainian decision was
met with widespread criticism
in Poland. However, Nawrocki
is a nationalist politician who
has exploited anti-Ukrainian
sentiment for electoral gain.

Ukrainians in Poland have
been facing increasing preju-
dice despite their contribution
to the economy.

Ukrainian Presidential
Office Chief Kyrylo Budanov
wrote on Telegram that
Nawrocki’s decision was
‘an unfriendly act towards
our people and ‘a gift to the
Moscow aggressor, which will
certainly use it against both of
our countries.’

Ukraine Foreign Minister
Andrii Sybiha called the step ‘a
strategic mistake by the presi-
dent of Poland, one that bene-
fits only Moscow.’

Ukraine’s Ambassador to
Poland Vasyl Bodnar said the
decision was ‘especially pain-
ful’ as Ukrainians battle mis-
sile and drone attacks.

The three Ukrainian
officials, as well as Budanov’s
deputy, Thor Zhovkva, said
they would return state hon-
ours that Poland had issued
them. Some have criticised
Ukraine’s response.

Arseniy Yatsenvyuk,
Ukraine’s former prime minis-
ter, wrote on X today that
one ‘harmful and incorrect
decision by the current presi-
dent of Poland cannot be cor-

rected by other incorrect deci-
sions of ours.’

Poland is scheduled to host
a major event on Ukraine’s
postwar reconstruction next
week, which Zelensky is ex-
pected to attend.

Polish Prime Minister Don-
ald Tusk, a political rival of
Nawrocki, urged the two lead-
ers to ‘tone down emotions,
not stoke tensions.’

“The front line runs else-
where,” Tusk wrote on social
media yesterday night, adding
that the conflict between Po-
land and Ukraine ‘delights Pu-
tin and shocks our allies.’

SALT LAKE CITY: Utah has spent the
past year fighting measles outbreaks
— agrim milestone that could affect
whether the United States can keep its
measles-free designation. More than
680 people have gotten sick since the
state’s first outbreak began on June 20,
2025. Unlike measles outbreaks in
Texas, South Carolina and Arizona,
the spread in Utah has been tough to
contain to one region — infecting un-
dervaccinated communities in nearly
every county. Measles popped up in
healthcare settings, big-box stores
and restaurants, and youth

sporting events. —ap
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Inside the colourful,
compelling and

controversial jersey designs

at the World Cup

here will be

blood, sweat and tears on

players’ soccer jerseys at the

World Cup — and plenty of

deeper cultural and historical
meaning, too.

Here, The Associated Press runs you
through some of the more compelling—
and controversial — backstories from
the kit designs on show in soccer’s big-
gest event, currently taking place in the
United States, Canada and Mexico.

CAPEVERDE'’S FLIGHT PATHS

For its World Cup debut, the smallest
nation by population at the tournament
is paying homage to the roughly 525,000
inhabitants who live on 10 volcanic is-
lands off the coast of Africa. A geometric,
triangular print across its blue (home)
and white (away) jerseys represents the
network of flight paths that connect the
islands. The idea is that the people of
Cape Verde are united behind the play-
ers at the World Cup — and that togeth-
erness showed as the team held firm to
seal an unlikely 0-0 draw with heavily fa-
voured Spain in their first match.

Dream
meals
chef dads
want for
Father’s

dream Father’s Day meal?
Three of them answer here.

All agree that being together is

more important than the food.

BARBECUE CROSSES
GENERATIONS

Tom Colicchio, chef and
owner of the New York-

|

BELGIUM’S SURREALISM
“This is not a jersey,” reads a
message on the collar of Bel-
gium’s multicolour away shirt.
No, the Belgians aren't losing
their minds. It’s just a nod to
the European nation’s surreal-
ist heritage — and notably the
work of its master in this artis-
tic movement from the early
20th century. Throughout his
career, Belgian artist René
Magritte questioned the enig-
matic relationship of mind and
eye, reality and language, writ-
ing under ‘The Treachery of
Images’ — his iconic painting

* Norway'’s Erling Haaland (9)
celebrates with teammates after
scoring his side’s second goal
during the World Cup Group |
soccer match between Iraq and
Norway on June 16.

@

based Crafted Hospi-
tality, has three
kids, ages 14, 15
and 33.

“T h e
teenagers?
They’re not
cooking an-

ything,” he
says. “But my
oldest might — he

e Himalayan

of a pipe — the words: “Ceci
n'est pas une pipe (This is not a
pipe).” The light-blue jersey
features pink patterns and
black detailing, incorporating
soccer-inspired motifs such as
pitch lines and a ball. “True to
the surrealism theme, the kit
sparks the imagination and in-
vites conversation,” the Belgian
federation says.

HAITI’S BATTLE SCENE

The original jersey submit-
ted by this Caribbean nation
included a depiction of the fi-
nal battle of the Haitian War of
Independence in 1803 on its
front. In the words of Colombi-
an sportswear manufacturer
Saeta, it was a “tribute to the
men and women who contrib-
ute every day to Haiti’s future”.
It didn’t go down too well with
FIFA, which rejected the image
during its approval process,
deeming it too political. So an
updated blue soccer kit was
needed, one that no longer in-
cludes the battle artwork.

ARGENTINA'S SWIRLING
PAINT TECHNIQUE
The defending World Cup

opening goal d :
World Cup Group J soccer
match between Argentina
and Algeria in Kansas City
on June 16.

* Haiti supporters react ahead of
the World Cup Group C soccer
match between Haiti and Scotland
in Foxborough on June 13.

champion is mixing sporting
heritage with artistic expres-
sion in its jerseys. The home kit
— worn by Lionel Messi for his
hat trick against Algeria on June
16 — features three shades of
blue on its stripes, a homage to
the South American nation’s
World Cup-winning uniforms

from 1978, 1986 and 2022. As
for its dark blue away jersey,
that’s inspired by a traditional
painting technique from capi-
tal city Buenos Aires — filete
porterio — that’s used for orna-
mental design, combining bril-
liant, swirling colours with spe-
cificlettering styles.

FRANCE’S AMERICAN
CONNECTION

France arrived for the
World Cup with an away kit
that honours a gift the nation
famously gave to the United
States: the Statue of Liberty.
The jersey has a green hue
that resembles the oxidised
colour of the iconic sculpture
designed by a Frenchman —
Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi —
and given to the United States
in 1886 as a symbol of French-
American friendship. On
the jersey is a logo in copper —
the original colour of the statue
— with the words ‘Nos diffé-

e |ran’s Mehdi Ghayedi battles for
the ball with New Zealand’s
Callan Elliot during the World Cup
Group G soccer match between
Iran and New Zealand in
Inglewood on June 15.

rences nous unissent’ (Our dif-
ferences unite us).

IRAN’S ENDANGERED
ASIATIC CHEETAH

The most striking imagery on
Iran’s home (white) and away
(red) kits is an Asiatic cheetah
low across the front. There also
are cheetah spots on the
sleeves up to the shoulder. The
Asiatic cheetah, an equally fast
cousin of the African cat, is one
of the world’s critically endan-
gered species — one that Iran
has long tried to save. There
were as many as 400 in the
1990s but the numbers have
dwindled to less than an esti-
mated 70 remaining in Iran.

NORWAY’S RUNIC FONT

Norway’s kit might be the
sharpest at the World Cup —
literally. The font used for the
names and numbers of players
is inspired by runic writing —
characters in several Germanic
alphabets used in northern Eu-
rope from ancient times until
the adoption of the Latin al-
phabet. The writing is pointy,
geometric and easily visible,
representing the Norwegian
team’s desire to embrace its
centuries-old history. Flanking
the large blue cross across the
chest are Viking art patterns in
an Urnes style.

COLOMBIASYELLOW
BUTTERFLIES

Look closely at Colombia’s
typically vibrant yellow jersey
and you'll notice a burst of but-
terfly patterns. That's an hom-
age to the classic novel by the
nation’s Nobel Prize-winning
author, Gabriel Garcia Mar-
quez, One Hundred Years of
Solitude, and the stories that
made him literature’s best-
known practitioner of magical
realism — the blending of the
everyday with fantastical ele-

Photos: AP

e Mexico’s Julian Quinones
celebrates after scoring the
opening goal during the World
Cup Group A soccer match
between Mexico and South Africa
in Mexico City on June 11.

ments such as a man trailed by
a cloud of yellow butterflies.

MEXICO’S AZTEC CALENDAR

Mexico’s home jersey brings
back the Aztec calendar design
that was popular in the 1990s.
In the run-up to the World Cup,
the team visited the National
Museum of Anthropology in
Mexico City and posed for a
photo with the uniforms in
front of the Aztec ‘Piedra de Sol’
or Stone of the Sun, best known
as the Aztec calendar.

SAUDIARABIA'S
ARCHITECTURE

Dotted across Saudi Arabia’s
dark green home jersey are
symmetrical lavender squares
or diamond shapes, a tribute to
doorway decoration — namely
geometric, triangular architec-
ture — commonly seen in
homes in the kingdom. Wild
lavender flowers fill Saudi’s de-
sert landscapes in springtime,
so purple is a celebrated colour
in the nation and regarded as a
symbol of generosity.

BRAZIL'S AMAZONIAN FROGS
What might immediately
jump out when looking at Bra-
zil's navy blue-and-black away
jersey made by Nike is a yellow
Jumpman’ logo synonymous
with Michael Jordan-promoted
sportswear. However, more
closely linked to Brazilian cul-
ture is the colour of the kit, in-
spired by the skin of the poison
dart frog found in the Amazon.
It’s a nod to the danger posed
by Brazil, the record five-time
world Champion. — Steve Douglas/AP

Tom Colicchio

he says. “The meal
simply gives us a rea-
son to gather.”

Day

n Father’s Day some

dads want to eat out,

some want to eat in.

Some want a big
old meat-and-potatoes meal,
some dream of a sushi omakase
extravaganza.

But what do the dads who
cook and feed people for a liv-
ing want? The dad chefs and
cooks who spend their working
hours behind a stove (or a grid-
dle or a hibachi) — what is their

dabbles in barbecue, so I'd
put him to work on smoked
short ribs, bone-in, low and
slow. I'd be nearby to step in if
things went sideways.”

Colicchio, a longtime head
judge on Top Chef, envisions
the Father’s Day meal enjoyed
outside at his place on the
North Fork of Long Island, New
York, surrounded by family.

GO FISHING FOR FRESH
FATHER’S DAY CATCH

Cesar Zapata, chef and own-
er of the Vietnamese-Colombi-
an fusion restaurant Phuc Yea
in Miami, also has his sights
on the outdoors.

“Since (my stepson) Eli loves
to fish, we'll probably spend the
day out on the water trying to

catch our own meal,” he says.
“Being in Florida, hopefully
we’ll catch some snapper or
grouper, bring it home, clean it
together, and roast the whole
fish over the grill.”

And nobody should worry
about impressing the chef.

“We spend so much of our
lives cooking for others that
the meals that mean the most
are usually the ones that feel ef-
fortless and shared,” Zapata

says. “I love keeping really fresh
fish simple, especially when
it’s something you caught
that same day.”

He pictures serving it with a
Vietnamese-style salsa verde,
grilled asparagus and mush-
rooms, accompanied by good
music and cold drinks.

“For me, Father’s Day is less
about the ‘perfect’ meal and
more about slowing down, be-
ing present, and creating mem-

hotos:AP
AJune 22,2023 file photo of Roy Yamaguchi, founder of Roy’s Restaurants, with his son Roy Jr and
Denise Yamaguchi at a restaurant in Venice.

ories together around food and
conversation,” he says.

CELEBRATE AROUND
THE TABLEWITH
A FAMILY-STYLE MEAL

Roy Yamaguchi is on the
same page. He’s the founder of
Roy’s Restaurants, a Hawaii fu-
sion restaurant with locations
in various cities, and is one of
the pioneers of the cooking
style Hawaii Regional Cuisine.

“For Father’s Day, I don't need
a fancy restaurant or an elabo-
rate dinner,” he says. “What I re-
ally want is to have all of my
kids home. My ideal meal
would be shabu shabu or
chankonabe because they're
the kinds of dishes that bring
everyone together.”

Both shabu shabu and
chankonabe are Japanese hot-
pot-style meals, where every-
body eats from a common pot
on the table.

“At the end of the day, Father’s
Day isn't really about the food,”

EVERYONE PITCHES IN

At his ideal meal, Yamaguchi
says, nobody just sits and waits
to be served — everyone cooks,
shares, laughs and contributes.

And he does have one re-
quest: For someone else to do
all the prep work.

“Anyone who has made sha-
bu shabu knows that slicing the
vegetables, preparing the sauc-
es, and arranging everything
takes time. Having the family
take care of that would be the
greatest gift,” he says.

Then he would sit back,
enjoy a simple glass of Japanese
shochu over ice, enjoy the
conversation and watch
everyone have fun around
the table. —katie Workman/ap
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OS ANGELES: Sharon Osbourne
found herself unable to attend
one of the year’s most significant
rock and roll moments when a

sudden health scare forced her to skip

the unveiling of her legendary husband

Ozzy Osbourne's statue at France’s pres-

tigious Hellfest festival.

The television personality and wife of
the Black Sabbath icon took to social me-
dia to explain her absence from the mo-
mentous occasion, revealing she had be-
en dealing with an unexpected hospital
visit just days before the event. While she
expressed her disappointment at missing
the celebration, Sharon made sure to ac-
knowledge the organisers and artistes in-
volved in bringing the tribute to life.

“I'm sorry I couldn’t be at Hellfest for
the unveiling of Ozzy’s statue. Unfortu-
nately I had an unexpected trip to the
hospital earlier in the week,” Sharon
shared with her followers online.

She extended her gratitude to the festi-
val’s leadership and particularly praised
the artist behind the sculpture. “A big
thank you Olivier Garnier, Ben Barbaud
and everyone at Hellfest. Special thank
you to philippe_pasqua_officiel for the
absolutely stunning statue!” she added.

Despite her public statement, Sharon
chose not to disclose specific details
about what prompted her hospitalisa-
tion, leaving fans and media outlets
speculating about the nature of her
health concern.

Sharon’s latest health scare adds to a
growing list of medical challenges she
has faced over the years. The reality tele-
vision star has been notably candid
about her health battles, making her
journey a matter of public record. Just
last year, she opened up about a particu-
larly frightening incident that occurred

while she was filming. During an appear-
ance on the UK version of The Talk in
January 2023, Sharon described a har-
rowing experience where she lost con-
sciousness for an extended period.

Sharon has also navigated a serious
cancer diagnosis in her past. She was
previously diagnosed with colon cancer,
though she has since achieved remission.
The television personality opened up
about her cancer journey during an epi-
sode of the family’s reality show The Os-
bournes, providing insight into her expe-
rience battling the disease.

Despite these health challenges, Sha-
ron has remained active and engaged in
various projects. Earlier this month, she
and her son Jack Osbourne made head-
lines by discussing an innovative plan to
preserve Ozzy’s legacy through artificial
intelligence technology. The pair an-
nounced their intention to create a digi-
tal version of the rock legend using cut-
ting-edge Al technology, a move that
sparked considerable discussion among
fans and critics alike.

When addressing the project, Sharon
defended the decision against accusa-
tions of opportunism.

“Technology moves on,” she ex-
plained, pushing back against those who
suggested the initiative was merely a fi-
nancial venture. “For somebody to turn
around to me and say I'm doing a cash
grab, no. You don’t know my husband. I
know my husband. And my husband
would say to me over and over ‘How
long do you think I'll be remembered?’
It's something that will pass on through
our family, and it’s for our grandkids,”
she concluded, emphasising that the
project was about preserving Ozzy’s
memory for future generations rather
than capitalising on his name. —ians

actor Daveigh Chase, known

for her youthful voice in Dis-
ney’s Lilo & Stitch and her villain-
ous performance in the thriller
The Ring, has died. She was 35.

Chase’s father, John David
Schwallier, confirmed to The New
York Times she died from compli-
cations of bacterial meningitis
and a blood infection.

She had been homeless in Los
Angeles with her boyfriend near
the hospital where she died, he
told the newspaper.

TMZ first reported on June 17
that Chase died on June 16.

She voiced the lead role of
Lilo in the 2002 animated film, a
role she auditioned for at age
eight. Years later, a Hawaiian ac-
tress was cast as Lilo for the .
live-action remake.

For her role as long-haired
Samara in the 2002 horror
film, Chase won an MTV
movie award for best villain.

Chase also voiced another
lead in the 2001 animated
film Spirited Away. She had
roles in the 2001 movie
Donnie Darko and the
2003 show Oliver
Beene, according to
internet movie da-
tabase IMDb. 4
com.

She was born |
in Las Vegas J]
and raised in |

I OS ANGELES: Former child

dies aged 35

Albany, Oregon. In her small
hometown, she began singing
and dancing at age three, accord-
ing to IMDb.

Chase struggled with drugs
since she was 13 years old, Schwal-
lier said in an interview with
the Times. He said his daughter
was estranged from her parents,
who are divorced.

Schwallier said he was in touch
with Chase’s boyfriend, and just
before she died, arrived at the Los
Angeles hospital where she was
being treated. —ar

AP

GARFIELD Jim Davis
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THE LOCKHORNS

THE LOCKHORNS Bunny Hoest & John Reiner

BY BUNNY HOEST AND JOHN REINER

A RESPONSIBLE CAT WOOLP
NOT EAT THAT PLATE OF PONUTS

{ A CONSIDERATE CAT WOLLD NOT BREAK.
THAT VASE OR SHRED THOSE CORTAINS
: @

ANP A LOVING CAT WOODLP NOT
KICK OPIE OFF THE TABLE

“THE BOSS USES TRICKLE DOWN THEORY
WHEN IT COMES TO BLAME™

, LORETTAT. .. | HAVE A
LAUNDRY QUESTION. .

EGGNOG 15 NOT WHAT | MEANT WHEN | SAID

YOU NEED TO GET MORE INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT”

BOT, HEY, I'M
ONLY HOMAN

THE BETTER HALF Glasbergen

WOW, HONEY, You'RE
MSSING A BEAUTIFUL
SUNSET OUT HERE /

ALNRIS BLACK AND
WHITE? DIDNT THEY
HAVE CDL{:R:FiLM

#‘M‘!%
= DS el T

SURE THEN DID. IN FACT,
THOSE OLD PHOTOGRAPHS
ARE \N COLOR. IT'S ST
THE ADRLL WS BLACK

AND WHITE THEN .

“I'm looking for a brain surgecn,
I want to find out how much it would
cost to change your opinions.”

him ignoring another woman,

“Stanley has been unfaitht uI | caught

by GLASBERGEN
Featuring
&
STANLEY \fg\l
PARKER ' i
r
< &M

“I go to the gym for stress
management, but driving home
gets me all stressed out again!™

@

“Tedl ma all about your day, but
leave out the boring parts that
aren't about me,

YEP. THE WORLD DIDNT TURN
COLOR. UNTIL SOMETIME In
THE 1930s,
AND T WAS
PRETTY GRAWY
COLOR FOR. A
WHILE , TOO.

4382

BUT THEN WHY ARE  MOT NECESSARILY,
OLD PAINTINGS IN A LDT OF GRENT
LOR 7/ IF THE ARTISTS WERE
WORLD WAS BLACK. | INSANE.

AND WHITE, WOULDNT '
ARTISTS HANE PAINT-
ED (T THAT WhY ?

0 WHY DIDNT
QLD BLACK

L TAKE A NAP
N A TREE AND
WAIT FOR DINNER .

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
S ' IDO I< ' I only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.
King Classic Sudoku
7 5 9 6 Answer to previous puzzle
8 2 9[5]6[4]7]8]2[1]3
2[8[7[3]1]6[9[5]4
2 8¢ [1[3[45]9/2]6[8]7
¢ [3[1]5]9]6/4][7]2]8];
’ 3 2 9|7 4| [7128[1]5.3[46]0]:
5 4 9 6 = [6]4]9]8][2[7[1][3]5}
s [5]6[3[2]4 9[8][7[1]
4 5|8 2 [8|9]2|7[3]1]5[4|6]:
< |4]7[1]6]8/5]3]|9]2f
6 .E Dificuliy: Xxk 12728
X
649
[©]

Difficulty: % % %%

12/29

Across: 1 Make beloved (6) - 4

Ranges or extents (6) - 8 Writing
desk (6) - 10 A short nap (6) - 11
Concluded (5) - 12 Endure (4) - 14
Mike ___: ear-biting boxer ? (5) -
15 Unfolds (5) - 17 Stitched joint (4)
- 19 The Hindu god of fire (4) -
Sheen or satiny shine (5) - 21 Wire-
less set (5) - 23 Strike with the foot
(4) - 26 One ___: that’s ten percent
? (5) - 28 West ___: the cricket
team from the New World ? (6) - 29
A stinging insect ? (6) - 30 Disap-
pear, evaporate or fade ? (6) - 31
Worshipped, loved (6).

Down: 1 Blood clot (8) - 2 Risks or
braves (5) - 3 Wings or winglike
parts (4) - 5 Something sweet to
eat ? (5) - 6 Lengthen or protract ?
(7) -7 Appear to be ? (4) - 9 Endures,
suffers or experiences (9) -
10 Begins or starts a journey ? (4,5)
- 13 Boy’s name (3) - 16 Surrounded
to express public grievances (8)
- 18 Famed lamp man ? (7) - 19 In-
quire of (3) - 22 Objects or
articles (5) - 24 To the interior (5) -

25 Capital of Ukraine (4) - 27 Slang
for gangster (4).

Across: 1 How one got carried away
? (6) - 4 Maliciously thwarts one
who snoops about a letter ! (6) - 8
Ms Hurley takes a thoroughfare
leading to this Cornish peninsula (6)
- 10 According to my horoscope his
life is in the balance (6) - 11 Conse-
quently taken back to Aegean island
(5) - 12 Not quite wonderful North
European (4) - 14 British money in-
vested in some dilapidated Aegean
island (5) - 15 Shinny up and start to
cut branch (5) - 17 Like to start a
party where people are in the swim
(4) - 19 Unidentified flying objects
responsible for this exploding of us
(4) - 20 Right through one’s land (5)
- 21 French Revolutionary parent to
switch allegiance (5) - 23 It’s a girl
with a boy’s name, mum (4) - 26
Cloth got dug back (5) - 28 A little
pale at first - indication something’s
needed (4,2) - 29 Went round the
bend ? (6) - 30 So far, why men ask

for girls’ phone numbers (2,4) - 31
Look into great bridge bid for weav-
ing course (6).

Down: 1 William, it's said, had a Colt
in notecase (8) - 2 Number of apos-
tles act over Buddhist sect (5) - 3 Fat
in the French way (4) - 5 Steadiness
of the post office is established ini-
tially (5) - 6 Leave the road and stop
(4,3) - 7 Not much to pay for enter-
tainment (4) - 9 Committed and old-
fashioned about playing dice (9) - 10

See large number of poets from
Northern Italy (9) - 13 There’s no
holding a key man given some au-
thority (3) - 16 Cygnet’s parent in
Egyptian reservoir? (5,3) - 18 Ran
off in dread, maybe (7) - 19 Home of
the brave even earlier ? (3) - 22 Fit
girl given body-building exercises
(5) - 24 Either way, it’s flat (5) - 25
He learns the hard way and pulls
back (4) - 27 Think how to make a
hot drink (4).

SOLUTION FOR 8874
c|c G

CRYPTIC

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: You're adventurous and enjoy the company of
others. You're friendly, empathetic and you love the arts. This is a year of
fresh beginnings and major changes in your life. Keep your eyes open
for new opportunities and be ready to take action. What you do now will
bring great benefits in the future.

MOON ALERT: Avoid shopping (except for food and gas) and important deci-
sions from 1:00 pm to 5:30 pm EDT today (10:00 am to 2:30 pm PDT). After
that, the Moon moves from VIRGO into LIBRA.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): For the next four weeks, your
focus will be on home, family and your private life. Family
discussions and home repairs are likely. You'll express your
ideas with conviction. You'll also enjoy playful times with
kids, sports and the arts. Tonight: Cooperate.

This Week: Enjoy socialising! Use your possessions to get things

done. %

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The pace of your days will ac-
celerate in the next four weeks. You have places to go, things
to do and people to see! Conversations with others will be
lively. Home decorating and entertaining will appeal.
Tonight: Work.

This Week: Redecorate and entertain at home this week because you're
confident and energetic. %%

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): With fiery Mars in your sign, you
have energy to burn! Meanwhile, in the next four weeks, you
will focus on earnings, cash flow, money and purchases. Ap-
preciate the beauty of your daily surroundings. Tonight: Play!
This Week: You're the wordsmith of the zodiac, and this
week your words are charming!

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Today the Sun moves into your
sign to stay for the next four weeks. This happens only once
a year, and when it occurs, it makes you project yourself
onto the world around you with greater intensity. It’s your
chance to recharge your batteries for the rest of the year!

Tonight: Relax.
This Week: Competitive, physical activity with friends and groups will be
eXCiting. %% %

; LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Your personal year is ending, which
is why the next four weeks (before your birthday) will be a
more private time for you. Think of goals that you want to
achieve in the coming year. How do you want your new year
to be different from this last year? Tonight: Conversations.
This Week: Your ambition is aroused! Shop for wardrobe goodies. % %%

/4;-—7“3 VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): Your popularity will increase in
wh the next four weeks! Seek out old friends and make new
ones. Explore the possibility of joining clubs, groups and as-
sociations. Your involvement with younger people will be
stronger. Tonight: Check your money.
This Week: Explore opportunities in higher education, travel, medicine, the
law and publishing. %%

o LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct 22): Once a year, for four weeks, the
Sun casts you in a spotlight, and this light is flattering! Eve-
ryone will admire you even if you don’t do anything different.
This gives you an advantage — and it starts today! Go after
what you want. Tonight: You win!

This Week: Friendships are warm and rewarding this week. Avoid disputes
about shared property. %%

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): Grab every opportunity to travel
or do something to expand your world in the next four
weeks. You will have a chance to do this. Opportunities will
also exist in publishing, the media, medicine, the law and
higher education. You rock! Tonight: Privacy.

This Week: Be patient with partners and close friends. Fortunately, bosses
and authority figures admire you!

: SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): You'll find that in the next
four weeks, your focus on shared property, taxes, debt, in-
surance issues, inheritances and the wealth of partners will
be stronger. Be patient with those who are closest to while
Mars is opposite your sign. Tonight: Be friendly.

This Week: Travel for pleasure beckons! Meanwhile, you're keen to work
and be productive. Go figure. % %%

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): You will need more sleep in
the next four weeks because the Sun is now opposing your
sign, which will drain your energy. Nevertheless, your focus
on partners and close friends will be strong. Money might
come to you. Romance will be affectionate.

Tonight:You're admired.

This Week: Romance sparkles. Accept invitations to socialise

and have fun. %%

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): Roll up your sleeves, because
you'll busy and productive in the next four weeks. Not only
will you work harder than usual, you're keen to be efficient
and effective. You also might want to improve your health.
Youwantitall! Tonight:Explore!

This Week: Partnerships are warm and rewarding. Be patient with chaos
athome. %%

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): Lucky you! The next four
weeks promise fun and games! Enjoy vacations, social out-
ings, sports events, playful activities with kids and greater
opportunities to express your creative talents.

Tonight: Check your finances.

This Week: You're convincing and persuasive. Co-workers have your

back. % % %

Born today: Actor Chris Pratt (1979), William, Prince of Wales (1982), film director,
producer Tony Scott (1944) By Georgia Nicols

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult
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Ncell partnership

KATHMANDU: Ncell has partnered
with Trip Turbo, one of Nepal's lead-
ing travel and experiences platforms,
to offer exclusive discounts and deals
on travel bookings and adventure ac-
tivities to its customers through the
Ncell App. Under this offer, custom-
ers who purchase any Ncell pack
worth Rs 99 or above will be eligible
to receive discounts of up to Rs 8,000
on selected travel activities. They can
avail a discount of Rs 200 on their first
domestic flight booking, Rs 140 on
every subsequent domestic flight
booking, and Rs 111 on bus ticket
bookings through Trip Turbo. The ex-
clusive offers are available through
the Partnered Services section of the
Ncell App, allowing eligible custom-
ers to seamlessly explore and redeem
discounts while planning their travel

Rastriya Samachar Samiti

Chitwan, June 20

The fifth convocation cere-
mony of the Agriculture and
Forest University was held
here today. A total of 2,193

‘Government
working to

improve
agri sector’

that the knowledge, skills, re-
search capacity and profes-

sional competence acquired

from the university would
help in starting a new era in
the country’s agriculture, an-
imal husbandry and natural

and leisure activities. —nns

TVS NTORQ 125

KATHMANDU: Jagdamba Motors,
the authorised distributor of TVS in
Nepal, announced the launch of the
TVS NTORQ 125 Race XP Blaze Blue,
adding a bold and exciting new col-
our variant to the popular TVS
NTORQ scooter line-up. The new TVS
NTORQ 125 Race XP Blaze Blue was

students have graduated
from the university with a
variety of degrees.

On the occasion, universi-
ty’s Pro-Chancellor and Min-
ister for Education and
Sports, Sasmit Pokharel, said
that the government is mak-
ing every effort to improve
this sector as the country’s
future relies on the develop-
ment of agriculture.

The education minister

resource management.

Chief guest Professor Sa-
ket Kushwaha, vice chancel-
lor of Ladakh University, In-
dia, spoke about the com-
mon cultural, philosophical
and knowledge traditions
between Nepal and India
and said that education is
the guiding light of human
life.

Vice chancellor of the uni-
versity, Prof Hom Bahadur

enthusiasts. —nns

inaugurated by Deepak Rauniyar,
vice-president of Jagdamba Motors,
in the presence of customers, media
representatives, content creators and
moto vloggers. The event witnessed
the participation of over 80 media
representatives, more than 50 con-
tent creators and moto vloggers,
along with customers and TVS

also urged the graduating
students to consider the aca-
demic degree they have re-
ceived not just as a certifi-
cate but as a symbol of re-
sponsibility towards the na-
tion, responsibility towards
society and commitment to-
wards the future generation
and to work accordingly.

He expressed confidence

Basnet, urged the graduating
students to become entre-
preneurs who create jobs
and not just job seekers.

According to the universi-
ty’s registrar Prof Subir Sin-
gh, of those graduating to-
day 1,836 graduates have
obtained bachelor’s degrees,
327 postgraduate degrees
and 30 doctoral degrees.

A quieter Federal Reserve could mean

volatile markets, higher rates

Associated Press

Washington, June 20

The Federal Reserve has
for decades moved stead-
ily from a remote, opaque
government agency that
shared little about what it
did or why to a more
transparent institution
willing to explain how it
makes decisions and
what it thinks about the
economy. But in his first
press conference on
Wednesday, new chair
Kevin Warsh began to re-
verse some of those steps.
Warsh, like many econo-
mists, thinks the financial
markets have become
too dependent on Fed
guidance, and that such
direction is more effec-
tive in financial crises or
economic downturns.

Warsh quickly made
changes: The Fed’s state-
ment on its interest-rate
decision was slashed to
132 words, from 341 in
April. And Warsh point-
edly noted that the state-
ment excluded any hints,
or ‘forward guidance,’
about what the Fed’s next
moves might be.

In short, Warsh rapidly
delivered on a promise to
slash the Fed’s communi-
cations, particularly the
guidance it gives to finan-
cial markets about its
next interest-rate moves.
Yet such an approach
carries the risk of more
violent swings in stock
and bond prices, analysts
say, and ultimately could
lead to higher interest
rates for consumers and
businesses.

“Forward guidance in
general has served to
suppress volatility and
anchor market expecta-
tions,” said George Peark-
es, global macro strate-
gist at Bespoke Invest-
ment Group. “And
that has led to lower bor-
rowing rates, relative to
alternatives.”

Still, the impact on
consumers is likely to be
modest, Pearkes added,
with mortgage rates per-

sawed, then fell on
Wednesday after the
statement and news con-
ference. The yield on the
10-year Treasury, which
strongly influences mort-
gage rates, jumped on
Wednesday to 4.49 per
cent from 4.43 per cent,
though it fell back in
Thursday trading. The
yield on the two-year
Treasury, which closely
tracks expectations for
Fed action, was 4.16 per
cent on Thursday, up
sharply from 4.05 per
cent before the Fed’s
meeting. The broad S&P
500 stock index dropped
1.2 per cent Wednesday.

WARSH MAY BE HEAD-
ED BACKTO 1990S

Such swings could be a
sign of things to come.
Previous chairs have sig-
nalled the Fed’s next
moves clearly enough
that financial markets
have largely anticipated
the central bank’s ac-
tions. But Warsh has fre-
quently cited former
chair Alan Greenspan,
whose circumspect com-
ments often kept inves-
tors guessing, as a model.

Greenspan, who
served as chair from 1987
to 2005, did usher in the
statement the Fed now is-
sues after each meeting
announcing its decision.
The first statement was
issued Feb 4, 1994, and
said the Fed would in-
crease its key rate for the
first time in five years.
The move caught inves-
tors off-guard and the
Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage plunged 2.4 per
cent that day.

The paring back of Fed
communications is part
of a larger package of po-
tential reforms to the
central bank’s operations
that Warsh signalled on
Wednesday. He an-
nounced that the Fed will
set up five task forces to
examine the Fed’s com-
munications, its balance
sheet, how it analyses
and gathers economic

Warsh said the com-
munications task force
would consider changes
to the quarterly econom-
ic projections the Fed is-
sues as well as look at
other recent innovations,
including press confer-
ences. Former chair Ben
Bernanke was the first to
hold them, though he did
so only after every other
Fed meeting. Warsh's pre-
decessor, Jerome Powell,
shifted to holding them
after every meeting.

Such steps are a sharp
contrast with the 1990s,
when Greenspan never
explained a Fed decision,
on the record, to report-
ers. Warsh could ulti-
mately dial back some of
the Fed’s increased trans-
parency.

“This is a big change in
how the Fed has con-
ducted itself since the
(2008-2009) global finan-
cial crisis,” Matthew Luz-
zetti, chief US economist
at Deutsche Bank, said.
“Since then there has
been a one-way train to
greater communication,
more transparency, and
more forward guidance.
Warsh has now put that
train in reverse.”

FED CHAIRS HAVE
SEEN BENEFITS TO
FORWARD GUIDANCE

Previous Fed chairs,
starting with Bernanke,
have seen a clear benefit
to more communication:
Ithelps guide the markets
in the direction the Fed
wants. Fed officials con-
trol a short-term interest
rate, but the rates that af-
fect the economy — such
as the yield on the 10-
year Treasury — are heav-
ily influenced by inves-
tors’ expectations for in-
flation and economic
growth. By telegraphing
their next moves, policy-
makers can cause those
longer-term rates to
change even before the
Fed adjusts its own
benchmark rate.

Yet Warsh’s view is that
financial markets have

move next by examining
economic data and mak-
ing their own judgments,
which the Fed can then
consider as part of their
assessments of where the
economy is headed.

“Financial market pric-
es are probably the most
important source of in-
formation to guide cen-
tral bankers,” Warsh said
at Wednesday’s news
conference.

GUIDANCE CAN HELP
WITH UNEXPECTED
EVENTS

David Andolfatto, an
economics professor at
the University of Miami
and former economist at
the St Louis Fed, said he
agreed with Warsh that
forward guidance has
flaws. It can be easily up-
ended by unexpected
events, he said, such as
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine or the Iran war.

But the chair should
set out guidelines for how
the Fed will react to unex-
pected events, Andolfatto
said, or to challenges
such as the persistent in-
flation it is grappling with
now, yet Warsh so far
hasn't done so.

“I'm with him on dis-
pensing with forward
guidance, but you have to
replace it with a contin-
gency plan,” Andolfatto
said. “It’s not enough to
say, trust me, we'll keep
inflation at target.” Ironi-
cally, Warsh’s decision to
drop forward guidance
may empower the other
18 members of the Fed’s
rate-setting committee,
Pearkes said. Those offi-
cials — six members of
the Fed’s governing
board, plus the presi-
dents of the 12 regional
Fed banks — frequently
give public speeches, and
their remarks will get
even more attention as fi-
nancial markets seek
clues about what the Fed
may do next.

A big challenge to
Warsh’s approach will
come if there is a sharp

US President Donald Trump unveils the

new Air Forc

Associated Press

Joint Base Andrews, June 20

President Donald Trump yes-
terday showed off the new Air
Force One, a formerly Qa-
tari-owned jumbo jet that has
been converted into the official
US presidential aircraft.

The new aircraft eschews the
Kennedy-era robin’s egg blue
exterior of the old plane for a
bolder look, with the underbel-
ly of the plane painted navy
blue with a red stripe above it.
The plane’s left side, where the
president boards, features the
presidential seal, while the tail
of the aircraft has a massive
American flagon it.

“This plane was transformed
into a flying White House at a
level of luxury that nobody has
ever seen before,” Trump said
from inside the massive Joint
Base Andrews hangar, as a cou-
ple hundred assembled Air
Force personnel looked on. He
spoke after stepping off the
new plane in a dramatic flour-
ish, as his signature tune ‘God
Bless the USA played.

He confirmed that he would
be taking the new jet to the
NATO summit in Ankara, Tur-
key, next month and indicated
he would be returning to China
‘at some point,” presumably a
reference to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation sum-
mit that China is hosting in No-
vember. His return from the
Group of 7 summit in France
this week was the last planned
trip aboard the old Air Force
One, he said.

“Now, when we land at air-
ports in London and in
Germany and different
places, nobody tops this one,
and that’s the way we have to
have it for our country,” Trump
said, noting that the colours
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President Donald Trump speaking after touring the newly
designated Air Force One presidential aircraft at Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland, on Friday.

and the design were to ‘my
taste, I will say.’

He added that the new
Air Force One will do a flyover
during the July 4 celebrations
next month.

The gift from Qatar is serving
as a ‘bridge’ aircraft to carry
the president until the new
planes ordered directly from
Boeing arrive. That is currently
slated for 2028.

The administration formally
accepted a luxury Boeing 747
jet from Qatar last year to be
used as the presidential air-
plane, despite questions about
the ethics and legality of ac-
cepting such an expensive
gift from a foreign government.
Trump has insisted in the
past that he would not fly
around in the Qatari jet once
he leaves office and said it
would instead be donated to a
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future presidential library.

Trump yesterday said the US
was in a ‘little bit of a logjam’ as
they awaited the delivery of the
new jets directly from Boeing,
which had originally been
scheduled for 2024 but have
been delayed. He recalled ask-
ing the emir of Qatar for use of
one of their planes.

“See, a normal president
wouldn’'t do this. A normal
president wants to stay away
from aircraft,” Trump said yes-
terday. “But our country has to
be represented properly.”

The Air Force said in a news
release yesterday that any
plane deemed Air Force One
‘must meet rigorous security
requirements’ and that the Qa-
tari plane ‘was modified under
a disciplined engineering ap-
proach that prioritised these
exact core capabilities above

Float|184.67
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China said yesterday it will impose a
tariff of 55 per cent on beef
imports from Australia after
shipments from the country hit Bei-
jing’s annual limit.

The price of beef in China has
trended downwards in recent years,
.47 with analysts blaming oversupply
and a lack of demand as the world’s
second-largest economy has slowed.

At the same time imports have
surged, with China representing a
hugely important market for coun-
tries such as Australia.

Beijing’s Commerce Ministry as-
signed annual quotas on beef from
countries including Australia in late

Washington slams
Cuba reforms as
‘superficial’
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Washington, June 20

The US State Department yesterday
slammed Cuban economic reforms an-
nounced the previous day as ‘superficial
smoke signals.’

“These gradual ‘economic reforms’ are
modest, long overdue and ultimately su-
perficial smoke signals from the Cuban
regime,” a State Department spokesper-
son told AFP.

Cuban lawmakers on Thursday adopt-
ed nearly 200 free-market reforms
aimed at rescuing the communist island
from a severe crisis aggravated by a US oil
blockade. It represented the biggest
shake-up of the island’s economic model
since it began embracing communism six
decades ago.

But for Washington, the spokesperson
described the reforms as ‘part of the dicta-
torship’s handbook.’

“Announce a cycle of supposed reforms
to insinuate a desire for change, then
quickly roll back any changes the moment
the regime’s total control is at all threat-

haps a quarter-point data, the impactof Alon become too dependent financial downturn or 151.60 sl‘g"]'."’i"z ened,” the spokesperson said.

higher than they would productivity and jobs, onFedguidance.Instead, economic crisis, as oc- FRIDAY - “President Trump continues to apply
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rted Qatari jet

all else.’ The Air Force also said
‘much of the previous head of
state interior layout’ of the
plane was kept intact.

The Air Force has said in the
past that security modifica-
tions to the jet would cost less
than $400 million.

Trump’s efforts to reimagine
the presidential airplane
date back to his first adminis-
tration, when he directed
that an incoming fleet of new
jets would adopt a colour
scheme that was nearly
identical to that of his personal
airplane. Then-President Joe
Biden reversed the decision in
March 2023 as an Air Force re-
view suggested that the
darker colours could increase
costs and delay delivery
of the new jets, but once
Trump returned to office, he
returned to his desired colours
for the plane.

Other government jets that
carry other top administration
officials will also use the simi-
lar red, white and navy colour
scheme, the Air Force said ear-
lier this year.

An Air Force spokesperson,
who spoke on condition of an-
onymity to discuss sensitive
plans, told the Associated Press
that the two current planes,
known as VC-25As, will not be
retiring. Instead, they will re-
main in the fleet until the new
Boeing planes, referred to as
VC-25Bs, come into service,
the spokesperson said.

It is unclear how the older
jets will be used but the
spokesperson said that both
the Qatari jet as well as the
VC-25As will be available for
use and ‘the Presidential
Airlift Group will select the
appropriate aircraft for each
mission based on operational
requirements.’

China to impose 55pc levy on
Australian beef after quota hit

Agence France Presse
Beijing, June 20

December after investigators found
that imports had damaged China’s
domestic industry.

Beef sent to China would be sub-
ject to the extra 55 per cent levy if im-
ports went beyond those quotas, the
ministry warned, with Australia fac-
ing a quota of 205,000 tonnes in 2026.
The Commerce Ministry said yester-
day that ‘imports of beef from Aus-
tralia under the beef safeguard meas-
ure reached 100 per cent of the pre-
scribed volume for that country’ a
day earlier.

The additional 55 per cent tariff
would be levied on Australian beef
imports from today;, it said.

The ministry described the levies in
December as ‘safeguards’ and said
they would be gradually relaxed.

would make Cuba investable ...
and give the Cuban people the
freedom, dignity and opportuni-
ty they deserve.”

US President Donald Trump
in January cut off oil supplies to
Cuba from its main supplier
Venezuela after Washington de-
posed Venezuela’s then-presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro in a mili-
tary operation.

In addition to growing eco-
nomic pressure, Washington also
indicted former president Raul
Castro, the brother of historic
leader Fidel Castro, in a case dat-
ing back to 1996.

Trump claims that Cuba,
which lies 150 kilometres (90
miles) off Florida’s coast, poses a
major threat to US national
security and has suggested
Washington could launch a
‘takeover’ of the island of 9.6 mil-
lion people.

NG

EL CTRIC
WANTED

JISTRIBUTO
Join the fastest gr

JEALERS
ng EV brand

Made in INDIA Built for NEPAL

+ Wide range of mo

+91-8074385041




PAGE 8

www.thehimalayantimes.com

THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2026

orts

Shrestha secures knockout
win in India Fight League

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, June 20

Nepali mixed martial arts
fighter Koshish Shrestha pro-
duced a sensational perfor-
mance at the India Fight
League (IFL), knocking
out his opponent in just
19 seconds.

Representing Delhi in In-
dia’s premier fran-
chise-based MMA competi-
tion, Shrestha lived up to his
nickname “The Unstoppa-
ble” as he overwhelmed
Mumbai’s Prachand Jamilya
with a devastating first-
round knockout. The Nepali
fighter wasted no time in as-
serting his dominance, se-
curing one of the fastest fin-
ishes of the event and earn-
ing widespread praise for his
explosive display of skill and
power.

The victory marked anoth-
er significant milestone in
Shrestha’s budding profes-
sional MMA career. Entering
the contest with a 1-0 profes-
sional record, the Rage Fight
Team athlete showcased the
talent and determination
that have made him one of
Nepal’s most promising
combat sports stars.
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TFTC joins hands with
Neo Child Care

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, June 20

Twelve Football Training
Centre (TFTC) has joined
hands with Neo Child Care
Centre to launch a special
football training programme
for neurodiverse children,
including those with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
and Down Syndrome.

TFTC, founded and oper-
ated by former Nepal na-
tional football team captain
Biraj Maharjan and national
team goalkeeper Bikesh Ku-
thu, signed the memoran-
dum of understanding
amidst a programme on Sat-
urday, with the aim of creat-
ing an inclusive sporting en-
vironment where children
with special needs can de-
velop social, physical and life
skills through football.

The initiative, titled “Let’s
Play Together,” is among the
first football programmes in
Nepal specifically designed
for neurodiverse children.
TFTC has been running
grassroots football training
programmes for young play-
ers, while Neo Child Care
Centre, led by former na-
tional football team physio-
therapists Shamed Katila
Shrestha and Suraj Bhusal,
has long been providing ed-
ucational and specialised
services for children with
ASD, Down Syndrome and
other neurodevelopmental
conditions.

Under the agreement, Neo
Child Care Centre will assess
interested children and rec-
ommend participants for
the training programme,
while TFTC will conduct
football coaching sessions
tailored to their needs. The
first phase of the project will
include 20 children and will
run every Saturday for three
months.

According to TFTC, the
programme is open to chil-
dren aged six years and
above who are physically ca-
pable of participating in
football activities. Training
sessions for neurodiverse
children will be conducted
separately from TFTC'’s regu-
lar grassroots programmes
to ensure a supportive and
comfortable learning envi-
ronment.

TFTC said the initiative
aims to address the limited
access to sports opportuni-
ties for children who often
face challenges in social in-
teraction and group activi-
ties due to autism, ADHD,
intellectual disabilities and
other neurodevelopmental
conditions.

Through football, the pro-
gramme seeks to improve
communication skills, confi-
dence, teamwork and physi-
cal fitness.

The partnership has been
established as a social re-
sponsibility initiative, with at
least 10 per cent of partici-
pants receiving free training.
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Shrestha had been named
in the Delhi franchise squad
for the International Fight
League, a groundbreaking
city-based MMA competi-
tion in India modelled on
successful franchise leagues
such as the IPL, Pro Kabaddi
League and Indian Super
League. The league has at-
tracted top fighters from
across the region and has
gained international recog-
nition through global
streaming on UFC Fight Pass.

Shrestha’s emphatic victo-
ry not only strengthened
Delhi’s campaign in the com-
petition but also highlighted
the growing presence of Ne-
pali fighters on the interna-
tional MMA stage. His per-
formance brought pride to
Nepal and further demon-
strated the country’s poten-
tial to produce athletes capa-
ble of competing and suc-
ceeding at elite levels of
mixed martial arts.

With a stunning 19-second
knockout now added to his
resume, Shrestha has an-
nounced himself as a fighter
to watch in South Asian
MMA and arising force in the
region’s rapidly growing
combat sports scene.

Brazil eliminate Haiti

from World

Associated Press

Philadelphia, June 20

Matheus Cunha struck the
back of the net and struck a
pose, bringing scoring —
and a dash of surfing —
to the World Cup stage
for Brazil.

Vinicius Junior scored and
assisted on one of Cunha’s
two goals as five-time cham-
pion Brazil eliminated Haiti
from the World Cup with a
3-0 victory on Friday night.
“To be at aWorld Cup, to im-
agine that, it can be so won-
derful,” Cunha said.

Haiti, the Western Hemi-
sphere’s poorest nation that
qualified for the World Cup
for the first time since 1974,
became the first team guar-
anteed not to reach the
knockout round of the ex-
panded 48-team tourna-
ment. Meanwhile, the Sele-
cao got the decisive perfor-
mance they needed. “It was
what I expected from this
match,” coach Carlo Ance-
lotti said.

Ancelotti also said Ney-
mar is expected to return
from a right calf injury and
play for Brazil next week
against Scotland in its final
group match. Neymar, Bra-
zil’s career scoring leader

Cup

with 79 goals, missed the
first two games. Brazil got
plenty of scoring punch
from Cunha on Friday.

The Manchester United
standout got the start and
showed with every surf-and-
slide goal celebration why he
should have been in the
starting lineup in Brazil's list-
less 1-1 draw against Moroc-
co. Ancelotti made the sur-
prising decision in the open-
er to instead insert Cunha as
alate substitute.

Cunbha thrilled the Brazil-
ian fans who made up the
bulk of the 68,324 spectators
at Lincoln Financial Field
when he tapped in a re-
bound for his first career
goal. He then sent a left-foot-
ed strike into the upper left
corner for a 2-0 lead in the
first half against the over-
matched Haitians.

Brazil forward Raphinha,
who was subbed out with an
injury in the first half, had an
early goal disallowed on an
offside call that only tempo-
rarily muted the yellow-clad
Selecao fans in an otherwise
festive atmosphere at the
home of the two-time Super
Bowl champion Philadel-
phia Eagles — whose cheer-
leaders did their part to rally
the crowd.

Brazil's Matheus Cunha (right) shoots the ball to score
their second goal against Haiti during their World Cup
Group C match in Philadelphia on Friday.

US enterWorld Cup knockout round

Associated Press
Seatle, June 20

Christian Pulisic’s injury ab-
sence didn’t hurt the United
States one bit.

The Americans advanced
to the knockout round of the
World Cup without their in-
jured star forward, beating
Australia 2-0 on Friday for

their second straight victory
in the expanded 48-team
tournament.

The US then won Group D
when Paraguay beat Turkey
1-0 early on Saturday morn-
ing.

“CP is a fantastic player —
the quality and the leader-
ship that he gives us,” said
Folarin Balogun, who scored

two goals in the 4-1 victory
over Paraguay on June 12.
“We didn’'t have him today,
butI think you saw we're still
capable to go out there and
get aresult and put up a per-
formance.”

As the Group D winner,
the US will play a round-
of-32 match on July 1 in San-
ta Clara, California, against a

third-place group finisher.
Pulisic, who plays for AC Mi-
lan and has 33 goals in 87 in-
ternational appearances,
missed Friday’s match be-
cause of a calfinjury.

Playing without a talent
like Pulisic could have de-
railed previous American
World Cup teams.

But much has changed
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Winners of the Surya Nepal Premier Golf Championship Pro-Am

THT

pose for a group photo with officials at the Gokarna Golf Club in

Kathmandu on Saturday.

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, June 20

Nepal No 1 amateur golfer Sadb-
hav Acharya and his team of
Shayan Basnyat, Satyajyot Rana,
Kiran Poudel claimed the Pro-
Am title of the Surya Nepal Pre-
mier Golf Championship here at
the Gokarna Golf Club today.

Acharya produced the best
card, firing a nine-under 63 on
his way to earning a whooping
45 points, while Basnyat was the
best among amateurs scoring 42
points. Rana and Poudel accu-
mulated 40 and 39 points re-
spectively as the team finished
first with 166 points. The four
players in the winning team re-
ceived Odyssey Al Dual Putter
each along with trophies.

The team of pro Sukra Baha-
dur Rai and amateurs Jigme
Dongstetsang, Pradip KC and
Ujjwal Pradhananga was run-
ner-up with a total score of 155
points. Pro Rai scored 41 points
after carding a five-under 67,
while Dongstetsang scored 39
points. KC and Pradhananga ac-
cumulated 38 and 37 points re-
spectively. They received Calla-
way Opus SP Wedge each.

Pro Jayram Shrestha and ama-
teurs Phursang Lama, Tenzing
Lama and Tendi Sherpa came
third with 150 points. Pro Shrest-
ha scored 40 points, while Lama
duo added 37 each and Sherpa
earned 36 points.

Bipana Shrestha was the best
individual among women golf-
ers. She finished first on count
back after being tied on 35
points with Anjila Yonjon. Ten-
zing Tsering won the longest
drive award, while Babu Sherpa

claimed the closest-to-the-pin
trophy.

In all, 150 golfers — 125 ama-
teurs and 25 pros — took part in
the event played under stable-
ford 34 handicap format. Manag-
ing Director of Surya Nepal Pvt
Ltd Gaurav Tayal and Vice-presi-
dent (Corporate) Ravi KC, along
with PGA Nepal President Ra-
bindra Man Shrestha and
Gokarna Golf Club Captain Jo-
seph Nathan handed over the
prizes to the winners.

On Friday, Subash Tamang,
playing the first tournament of
the Surya Nepal Golf Tour 2025-
26 season, won the Surya Nepal
Premier Golf Championship ti-
tle. The winner was decided in
playoff after Tamang, Bhuvan
Nagarkoti and amateur golfer
Sadbhav Acharya remained tied
at 18-under 270.

The DP World PGTI regular,
Tamang won the title with a par
on the first hole after both Na-
garkoti and Acharya failed to
make a par putt. Along with the
third Surya Nepal Premier title,
Tamang received Rs 320,000. Na-
garkoti, who won four titles in
the season, received Rs 206,000
and finished as top pro in the Or-
der of Merit with a total earning
of Rs 1.03 million.

Acharya won the amateur sec-
tion title, beating fellow national
team member Rahul Bishwakar-
ma by eight strokes. Sukra Baha-
dur Rai was third among pros
with a total score of 15-under
273 and he earned Rs 162,000.

Dinesh Prajapati was fourth at
three-under 285 and earned Rs
145,000. Dharan pro Niraj Tama-
ng finished fifth at even-par 288
and got Rs 128,000.

Surya Nepal supports amateur
golfer Bishwakarma

KATHMANDU: Surya Nepal
Pvt Ltd has supported na-
tional team amateur golfer
Rahul Bishwakarma here at
the Gokarna Golf Club on
Saturday. The sponsor of the
Surya Nepal Golf Tour since
2008, Surya Nepal provided
golf equipment to Bish-
wakarma, who won the sea-
son-opening Surya Nepal
Central Open. He has already
claimed three titles in the
Tour along with numerous
amateur section trophies.

Managing Director of Surya
Nepal Pvt Ltd Gaurav Tayal
and Vice-president (Corpo-
rate) Ravi KC handed over the
cheque to Bishwakarma dur-
ing the presentation ceremo-
ny of the Surya Nepal Premier
Golf Championship. A suc-
cessful amateur with national
and international titles, Bish-
wakarma is currently prepar-
ing for the Aichi-Nagoya
Asian Games and he is plan-
ning to go to DP World PGTI
Q-School next year. - ins
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Nepalgunj Marathon
receives AIMS award

el T i
Kathmandu: Nepal’s Dhara Nepal-
gunj Marathon has been honoured
with the prestigious AIMS Social
Award 2026 by the Association of In-
ternational Marathons and Distance
Races, the global umbrella organisa-
tion for road running events. AIMS
President Paco Borao handed over
the award to Nepalgunj Marathon
Founder TS Thakuri during the 25th
AIMS World Congress in Tromso,
Norway, on Friday. The AIMS Social
Award is one of the organisation’s
most distinguished recognitions, pre-
sented annually to a race organiser
that has made an outstanding social
impact through running. AIMS has
nearly 500 member race organisers
worldwide. Expressing his delight af-
ter receiving the honour, Thakuri de-
scribed it as an unexpected achieve-
ment and a proud moment not only
for Nepalgunj Marathon but for the
entire nation. “This is not just an
award for Nepalgunj Marathon; it is
recognition for Nepal as a whole,” he
said. According to Thakuri, the mara-
thon was selected for its uninterrupt-
ed continuity since 2015, innovative
running initiatives, climate change
awareness campaigns, and its contri-
bution to sports during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic by organising Tokyo
Olympic qualification events while
adhering to health protocols. - xns

India complete ODI

series sweep

CHENNALI: Prasidh Krishna picked
his maiden five-wicket haul and Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal scored 110 not out as In-
dia beat Afghanistan by nine wickets
to complete a three-game ODI series
sweep on Saturday. Krishna picked
5-23in 8.2 overs as Afghanistan were
bowled out for 218 (44.2 overs) after
they won the toss and opted to bat.
Skipper Hashmatullah Shahid scored
102 off 131 balls. In reply, India were
never in any trouble as Jaiswal struck
his second ODI hundred, while also
putting up 170 runs for the opening
wicket with Rohit Sharma. Sharma
scored 79 off 69 balls. Jaiswal was un-
beaten in the end as India wrapped
up the game with 224-1 in 28.4 overs
— leaving 21.2 overs to spare. India
had already clinched the series with a
170-run win in the second match at
Lucknow and a seven-wicket victory
in the rain-shortened first match at
Dharamshala. —ap

Almiron red-carded

for covering mouth

SANTA CLARA: Paraguay midfielder
Miguel Almiron became the first
player issued with a red card at the
World Cup for covering his mouth,
getting sent off during a confronta-
tion late in the first half against Tur-
key on Friday night. The infraction
came during first-half stoppage time
in the Group D match when Almiron
and Mert Mulder exchanged words
following a foul near midfield. Almi-
ron covered his mouth while saying
something to Mulder, who immedi-
ately appealed to referee Ivan Barton
for punishment. —sp

since the last time the US
hosted the World Cup in
1994, when they advanced
by being one of the best
third-place teams. The
Americans lost to eventual
champion Brazil in the
round of 16.

The US have won consec-
utive games at a World Cup
for the first time since 1930.
The Americans have scored
six goals, one off their record
for a World Cup, and re-
ceived contributions

throughout their roster.

Alex Freeman, the young-
est player on the team at 21
and the son of former NFL
wide receiver and Super
Bowl champion Antonio
Freeman, made it 2-0 in the
43rd minute off a set piece.
Freeman headed in a de-
flected shot by Sergino Dest
for his first career World Cup
goal.

The goal was confirmed
after a video review. “(He) is
doing a fantastic job,” coach

Mauricio Pochettino said of
Freeman. “The evolution is
massive. He’s so humble. He
wants to learn. He always
listens. He’s a player that you
really enjoy being with him.
Not only coaching, but be-
ing with him.”

The US took a 1-0 lead in
the 11th minute after a run
down the left sideline by Ba-
logun. He directed a center-
ing pass toward striker Ri-
cardo Pepi, who started in
place of Pulisic. The ball

never reached Pepi, deflect-
ing off Australia defender
Cameron Burgess and into
the Socceroos’ net for an
own-goal.

The Americans did not
score after halftime, but the
way they so thoroughly
dominated Australia in the
opening 45 minutes left an
impression on Socceroos
coach Tony Popovic. “It did
not surprise us because
their quality is clear,” Popo-
vic said.
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